
 
 

 
The Inaugural RGS Old Boys’ rugby match at RGS High  Wycombe and Beaconsfield Rugby Club 

Thursday 1 April 2010 
Pre match action!  
April Fools Day did not trouble our inaugural RGS Old Boys’ rugby match, 
albeit that it had been rescheduled from 18 December 2009 so we were 
ready for anything to be thrown at us on this auspicious date! An army of 
people had prepared for the day and spirits were high as we were looking 
forward to seeing the Old Boys, watching a great rugby match and raising 
some funds for RGS rugby.  
 
The event started well with all of our “celeb” Old Boys turning up; they were 
promptly shown to the Headmaster’s Study for refreshments (even when you 
have left School, going to the Headmaster’s Study is a scary prospect!). The 
famous five, Peter Elder, James Honeyben, Tom Rees, Jack Wallace and 
Christian Wade, then kindly signed various pieces of merchandise for us so 
that we can in future use the items to raise more funds for the School. 

Pre match entertainment included 
watching the current RGS boys play ‘Beat 
Jonny’ which proved a challenge to many 
talented rugby players! The winner, Jacob, from Year 9 was 
presented with a signed rugby ball by Tom Rees for the most 
consecutive passes through ‘Beat Jonny’. Pictured with ‘Beat 
Jonny’ are three of the RGS boys going on tour to New Zealand 
later this year. ‘Beat Jonny’ was made by Chris Summers one of 
our RGS Old Boys and his daughter, Lucy, who is a rugby player 
too. Tom Rees, Mr Page, Headmaster, Mr Doubler, Director of 

Sport, and Roy Carlisle, Chairman of FRORGS, then opened the 1st XV pitch, which has had over 
£50,000 spent on it to improve the drainage. This investment has already proved beneficial with no 
games being cancelled this season due to poor pitch conditions.  
Match report Kites 34 v 28 Swans  
The squad of 50 Old Boys then gathered for a big photograph together. They all looked very proud as they wore the RGS badge again on their 
new sponsored match shirts! The boys also were delighted to see the “celeb” RGS Old Boys supporting them and clearly extremely pleased 
that the likes of Christian Wade were indeed not playing! (Mike Friday, Ex England Sevens 
Manager has been quoted as saying Christian is “proper gas” – so relief all around that he was not 
on the pitch, but he was very quick to sign autographs, I will give him that!) 
 
The two RGS Old Boys' teams were named The Kites and The Swans and 
they were fighting for The Kukri Cup and pride! So at long last, the eagerly 
awaited inaugural RGS OBs’ match kicked off between two teams containing 
a host of stars, legends and has beens (yes, there were some Old, old boys 
there as well!) It says so much about the fond memories and allegiance the boys have for their 
school that 50 boys came back to play in front of a packed, enthusiastic and knowledgeable crowd.  
 
Their was certainly plenty of talent on show in a hard fought but evenly contested match. However 
it was the Kites that were flying high by the end, thanks to the silky running skills of the 'three 
amigos' in midfield, better known as the Kelleher's. Their confidence and telepathic support play 
aided by the tireless work of linkman Manning and the pace of Hawes, was to be the difference 
between the two teams in the end.  
 
A special mention must to go to former RGS pupil and current teacher Adam Stubbs who received 
the two biggest cheers of the day, one when he entered the field and the other for his enthusiastic 
mid-air tackle on his opposite number. Only the friendly nature of the game prevented him receiving 
a yet another yellow card to add to his considerable collection accumulated over many years!! 
 
The Kites won. Tom Rees is seen here presenting the trophy to the winning Captain, James Turner 
‘The Nick Duncombe Man of the Match Award’.  
We were honoured to have Mr and Mrs Duncombe supporting this inaugural Old Boys’ rugby match. 
Their son, Nick, a former RGS High Wycombe pupil had his life cruelly cut short at the age of 21. 
Nick was a well liked and highly talented sportsman, indeed he played rugby for England. The 
inaugural winner of ‘The Nick Duncombe Man of the Match Award’ was awarded to someone who 
epitomised everything that was good about Nick, particularly his skill, his passion and determination, 
his ability to play for his team mates and someone who showed that they were truly a leader 
amongst men. Mr Doubler, Director of Sport at RGS selected Phil Kelleher to be awarded ‘The Nick 
Duncombe Man of the Match Award’. Photographed here is Phil Kelleher and Mr and Mrs 
Duncombe.  



 
RGS Old Boys rugby match gallery  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Key people "kick 
off" their views 
on the Inaugural 
RGS Old Boys' 
rugby match  
 
 
 

Roy Carlisle, Chairman of Friends of Rugby  and one of the sponsors of the match shirts said "The Old Boys made history by taking part in the inaugural 
RGS Old Boys' rugby match. They gave us a wonderful spectacle to admire with fast paced, skilful and intelligent rugby on display. Thank you to everyone who 
supported the match and the funds raised will be ploughed straight back into rugby at the RGS"  
Liam Doubler, Director of Sport, RGS  said "I was delighted to see so many RGS Old Boys back playing quality rugby at the School again. I really 
appreciated the Wasps players, who developed through the RGS system, coming back and supporting the match. The RGS have a successful history in rugby 
and it is fitting to have a traditional Old Boys' rugby match. Thanks to everyone who helped organise and support this event"  
'The Nick Duncombe Man of the Match Award' was pres ented to Phil Kelleher , who played in the winning Old Boys' team, The Kites. Phil said "it 
was an honour to receive this award particularly from Mr and Mrs Duncombe. I simply gave the match all I could and I thoroughly enjoyed playing rugby again at 
the RGS with my mates"  
James Honeyben, London Wasps and RGS Old Boy  said "I was delighted to return to my old School and support the inaugural Old Boys' rugby match. 
My fellow Wasps players who were also at RGS enjoyed the reunion with other Old Boys and it was great to see a good game of rugby"  
Kwong Lin, RGS Old Boy and the owner of the Noodle N ation Restaurant Chain  said "It was great to be back at the RGS 
and seeing all the Old Boys. I enjoyed the rugby and the social down at Beaconsfield Rugby Club. I am delighted that a new tradition has 
been started and I look forward to seeing my mates each year at this rugby match!" Noodle Nation also sponsored the match day 
programmes and gave us a great raffle prize.  

 
Pete Manning, Old Boys' Director  for this inaugural rugby match said "It was wonderful to see the RGS Old Boys back 
at the School and playing excellent rugby. I know the Old Boys enjoyed putting on the RGS rugby shirt again and the reunion 
they had was wonderful. We look forward to this new tradition being repeated on Friday 17 December 2010 when the Old 
Boys will play again at RGS."  
Ross Neal, Year 9 RGS �said "it was cool to see all those RGS Old Boys back, some of them were really good rugby players! I liked their stash." 

Ross plays rugby at RGS, Beaconsfield Rugby Club and also for Bucks County. His dad, John, helped to sponsor the match shirts, which the OBs really loved, 
and John gave us a great raffle prize too. 
Richard, owner of 360 Living  A new approach to modern living from concept to a totally new living experience - Beacon House, Warwick Road, 
Beaconsfield New Town, Bucks, HP9 2PE 01494 674996 www.360-living.co.uk " I was keen to sponsor the RGS Old Boys’ match shirts as I admire the School 
and I wanted to support the community in which I work and live. I enjoyed watching the Old Boys play rugby and talking with the likes of Tom Rees was super. 
Well done Old Boys and RGS!"  
Sam Spargo, Year 9 RGS  said "it was great to see all those RGS Old Boys back, they are awesome rugby players! Cool to see Tom Rees and Christian 
Wade supporting too." Sam plays rugby with RGS, Amersham and Chiltern rugby club, School of Rugby and Bucks County. His dad, Pete, helped to sponsor the 
cool match shirts, which the OBs were given as a gift for playing in the inaugural match. 
Thank yous to special people  
All the wonderful spectators who supported the match 
Andy Zair, RGS Old Boy 
Andrew Jackson, RGS Old Boy 
Beaconsfield Rugby Club and all the helpers who organised the post match fun! 
Ian Clark – do contact Ian if you wish to keep in touch with RGS and you are a RGS 
Old Boy    ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Kate and Eion Wallace 
Mr and Mrs Duncombe 
Photographers and Videos - Louise Wallace, Mike Eagle and Dave Moran 
Physio and Referee…Sharon Barrington and Jonathan Royals 
PK InPrint Limited… Call Geoff on 01494 452266 if you need his design and print services 
RGS Old Boys 
RGS Old Boys from Wasps…Peter Elder, James Honeyben, Tom Rees, Jack Wallace and Christian Wade 
RGS Parents and Friends of Rugby who organised the event – you were brilliant and thank you! 
Thank you to our sponsors  
Norman Broadbent - 360 Living –Alan Spargo Tools Lt d – Ashridge - Busy Homes –  
Beaconsfield Rugby Club – Hawkinsport –Kukri – Lond on Wasps - Pharma Solutions - Phocas  
 

 
 

The Editor  – Kate Wood, 07786 193320 

Next RGS High Wycombe Old Boys’ rugby match  
Put this date in your diary as we will have the 2nd RGS 

 Old Boys’ rugby match on Friday 17 December 2010 ,  
and Peter Stockwell is your contact person for this 

PStockwell@energysgroup.com 


