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Dear Old Wycombiensian

2006 was another exciting year for the RGS. RoyeRafprmerly Senior Deputy Headmaster
- take over has Headmaster after 34 years on dfffe lde took over at an important time for
the RGS with it celebrating a new specialist degligm — in mathematics and computing — as
well as the start of thBhaping Our Destingampaign, which will provide the school with
improved sports changing, mathematics teachingsastid form facilities. You can read more
about this elsewhere in the magazine.

When | read through the notes on old boys in tragazine or th&/ycombiensian am
always impressed by how many are making a markaim thosen field, be it sport, media,
politics or business. This is clearly a real crealithe quality of education the RGS provides
and the new developments should enable the Saheolntinue this in the years to come.

This year's Old Wycombiensians’ Dinner will takepé on Saturday 28April in the

Queen’s Hall. The guest of honour will be John Rméh long-time history master and Head
of History from 1991 until his retirement in 2006he 2006 Dinner was very well attended
and preceded by sporting reunions for hockey andtsig. These events all play a full part
in the ethos of the Club and | urge you to supgi@i in 2007 and to come a see what
should be an entertaining speech from John.

My thanks, as ever, go to every contributor amabklforward to receiving more of your
letters in the forthcoming year. My thanks alsagdrs Steph Russell and her colleagues in
the School’'s Resources Centre, without whose mefpinting and collating, the production

of this magazine would not be possible. Finalljyust mention our secretary, lan Clark, who
does a magnificent job keeping this the Old Wycanbians’ website up to date and
compiling a newsletter every two months. If you éawt already seen the website, it is well
worth as visit.

Finally, I would like to thank all the members bEtCommittee and the Headmaster for his
support throughout 2006.

Very best wishes for 2007.

Yours sincerely

W

Simon Molden (1989-95)
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HEADMASTER 'S REPORT - JANUARY 2007

Dear Old Wycombiensian

| have been really pleased to meet a good numbgswoin the last year since | became the
Headmaster of the RGS, either at the OW Dinnet an@W cricket match or when you
come back to the RGS to look round your old schdiak certainly one of my aims to forge
closer links between the RGS and its Old Boyso have the advantage of having got to
know a number of you over the last 35 years.

Crispin White writes in his letter in this magazeeout theShaping Our Destingampaign.

It is part of my vision to improve the facilitie$ the school considerably and to provide the
finest education possible for those boys who camtee RGS. | am very grateful to those
OWs who are helping with the campaign and, as @risas said, if you would like to find
out more please do not hesitate to contact menor hi

| am delighted to confirm that the RGS continueprtwvide a first-class all-round education
and Ofsted recently reported that it was one otdpe24 schools in the country. This
followed our inspection in May 2006 which graded Hthool as “outstanding”. We were all
thrilled with this and | pay tribute to the hard nk®f all the staff. Our examination results
were once again excellent with the ‘A’ level resudikceeding all previous years.

We continue to provide a range of extra-curricaletivities that many independent schools
would be envious of and | give you a snapshot ditvthe modern day RGS pupil has the
opportunity to take part in, and this is just whappened in the Autumn Term.

On the sporting side rugby, cross-country and fegeil continued to flourish, while on the
river there was success for all the rowers whoredtthe Boston Marathon — 50k from
Lincoln to Boston. One boy has done very well irafflon and Biathlon, and is going to the
Tetrathlon (Swim, Run, Shoot and Fence) NationdlBuropean Championships.

Those of you who enjoyed the CCF at school wilbdoabt be pleased that all the sections are
thriving. In other areas, musicians did very welthe Marlow Festival, recorded a DVD, and
performed in concerts and recitals. Well over 1@Ghamaticians have entered various
mathematical competitions, while over 230 haveredt@ Student Investor Challenge
competition, in the hopes of winning a trip to N¥ark.

This is, as | have said, just a snapshot of whas gm at the RGS. If you want a fuller
picture, do visit the School’'s website.

Later this term we shall be putting on the Colet€amusical “Anything Goes” from 14

17" March . We also look forward to the visit of Lamce Power (OW 1995), one of the top
viola players in the world, who will give a recitalth Simon Crawford Phillips (piano — and
brother of Jonathan, also an OW) on Thursd&yr&bruary, in the Queen’s Hall, 7.30pm. If
you would like to come to these or other schoohésieyou will of course be very welcome.

| would also like to encourage you to come to tte Dinner, and/or participate in one the
OW Sporting Reunions. | hope to see you therealRyiif you feel you can help the RGS in
any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Roy Page
Headmaster
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A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear fellow Old Wycombiensian,

A number of educational news items caught my eyhernweeks before Christmas. The first of these
was a report in th8unday Timelsting RGS amongst the top five state school<bridge entrants

- a tremendous achievement and testimony to thityjofboth the pupils and teaching the school
enjoys. Recognition of RGS'’s teaching quality weisforced by the news that, as well as re-
designating the School as a Specialist Languagledlthe DfES have awarded the School a second
specialism in Mathematics and Computing. More coning was the news that despite the
Government’s (re-)announcements of additional ffodeducation, it is unlikely that
Buckinghamshire’s schools will be given any fundisdapital expenditure for some time to come.

As you will read elsewhere, to enable the Schothttle the challenges of providing the facilities
effective teaching in the 2Lentury, theShaping Our Destingampaign has been launched to raise
funds to provide a new Sixth Form Centre, to imgreports changing facilities and to provide
modern maths teaching facilities commensurate thighSchool’s new specialist status by
demolishing and rebuilding the current Gym Block.

| remember having my form room in the Gym Block iothérty years ago, when the building was
already past its “best before” date. Indeed wherctassrooms were subsequently used for the
filming of the Channel 4 seri@hat’ll Teach ‘Emthe producers found it necessary to carry out some
refurbishment before they could use it as therspftir a 1950s school.

The Campaign is intended to ensure that pupilseaRIGS can continue to receive the superb standard
of education we enjoyed when we were at the Schwdll hope that all Old Boys who are in a

position to do so will support the School’s fundsiag efforts. Apart from me, two other Old Boys,
David Merriman and Matthew Appleton, are part & @ampaign Board. If you would like any

further information about the Campaign please o# it the School’s website or feel free to contact
me at my e-mail address shown below.

Turning to the Annual Dinner, we are again runrangumber of sports events in the afternoon before
the Dinner. These have proved popular, so pleaggvdadhem your support, either as a player or
spectator.

Our guest of honour this year is John Roebuck, rgticed from the RGS staff last summer. | hope
those of you who were taught by John or were inrbhwith fencing and his other activities on behalf
of the School will join us to celebrate his contitibn to the School over more than thirty years.

Those of you who read the electronic Club newsietta the Old Boys’ section of the School
website, will appreciate lan Clark’s hard work mogucing both news and recollections and in
helping Old Boys keep in touch with the School aadh other. On your behalf, | would like to thank
lan for all his hard work as Secretary and in patér for producing the electronic newsletters.

My thanks also go to Simon Molden for his work dga@ of this magazine. As always, | am grateful
for the support and hard work in its physical pretthn given by Steph Russell and her team in the
School Resources Centre. | should like to thankbnagher Danny for his hard work as Club
Treasurer. Finally my thanks go my fellow committeembers for their support and efforts on behalf
of the Club, particularly in relation to the Anniihner and the associated sports reunions.

My best wishes for 2007.

Crispin White (1968-1975)
e-mail: crispinmwhite@aol.com
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5, Foxhill Close
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire
HP13 5BL
Tel: 01494 530782
ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk
SECRETARY 'SNOTES

Dear Old Wycombiensian,

Another year has passed and it is time to revieat\whs happened on the OW front, including the
Annual Dinner and hockey, shooting, golf and criakatches, all of which are reported in the
magazine. A number of OWs have been back to Visisthool, even after 40 years.

What else would members want from the Club? Our beship is about 1,700. Why is it not larger?
Would you be more or less likely to come to the BalrDinner, if OWs could bring their partners?
Would you be more or less likely to come if it vaakinch rather a dinner? Are there any other
activities that you would like to suggest that ybunk would go down well. Do let us know what you
think on the reply-slip.

If you have computer facilities, and you have rettyisited the OW website,
(www.rgshw.com/oldboys), you may find somethingraérest on it. In the last year the newsletter on
the website has included among other things adelty Kelvin Jouhar on life at the RGS and the
Boarding House in the Seventies, a letter and erfraim a Chiswick evacuee in the Second World
War, letters from OWs in different parts of the lpphotographs of old School teams and activities
and reports and photographs of the OW Dinner amdtiBg Reunions. A few items from the six
newsletters a year are reprinted in the magaziher€Tis also a section of contact addresses ansl new
of over 700 old boys, lists of OWSs living in difegrt countries, and “missing” OWSs, together with a
school calendar giving dates of RGS concerts, @agsfixtures. You are, of course, welcome at any
of them. If you are able to visit the site, | dacearage you to do so, and to send in your conidhut

Other points to note:

When you move house | do urge you to send us yewraddress to me;

If you know of an OW who is not yet a member, p&ascourage him to join;

If ever you spot something about an OW in the o tell me about it or send me the cutting;

If you want to receive a copy of the school magazimhich is published in July, please send me a
cheque for £7, or £12, if you live abroad,;

If you are aware of an OW not receiving the magazotease contact me. Because so few of the
school leavers now become paid-up members of thie, @le have decided to give free
membership to OWs for five years after leavingR&S, and we will seek to keep in touch with
them by email with details of various school and Bbys’ events.

e NS

o

If ever you are in the area, and would like a wiuthe RGS, please do not hesitate to contactlime.
would be great to see more OWs coming to the AnBirater on Saturday April 28 or participating
in the various OW games reunions.

Do contact your OW friends and send in your reppss Please write to me or email me with any
news, or your memories for inclusion on the websitan the magazine.

With my very best wishes,
lan R. Clark
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NEWS

Shaping our Destiny

In order to ensure the RGS continues to
provide the best possible learning
environment, it needs to continue to
develop its facilities. It is vital that the
boys are provided with modern facilities
that will enable them to flourish. The
School is approaching parents, OWs and
companies with a view to supporting the
Shaping our Destingampaign.

The main focus of the project is the
development of a new Sixth Form Centre
and Mathematics Department on the site of
the Old Gym block which currently houses
the fitness suite and four maths
classrooms. Provision of Sixth Form
private study areas, dedicated ICT
facilities, a Learning Resources Centre and
a communal area is long overdue. It is
hoped that all of the new Mathematics
classrooms will be equipped with the state-
of-the-art technology, which enables
modern interactive teaching.

The planned conversion of the current
Sixth Form Common Room to sports
changing rooms with a modern fitness
suite on the first floor, together with
individual shower cubicles, lockers and
larger changing areas, makes up the first
phase of the project. The fitness suite will
sit adjacent to a café which, as well as
providing an income stream, will allow
parents to watch sport in comfort.

Due to the urgency of the new build and
ever mindful of escalating building costs,
the Board of Governors is hoping to
commence building in the early summer of
2007. Initial estimates suggest that phase
one of the development (the changing
rooms and fitness facilities) will take nine
months, with phase two taking 18-24
months.
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The initial fundraising target is £1.25
million for phase one of the development.
A complete cost analysis for the
development is underway but at present, it
is estimated that phase two may cost a
further £2 million. The School is seeking
contributions from certain grant making
institutions and envisages additional
fundraising will be required to cover the
full cost of the project.

It is an ambitious target the School is keen
to hear from anyone who may be
interested to learn more about helping
them achieve this vital project.

For further information on the Campaign,
please contact the James Holland or Liz
Charleston in the Campaign Office at RGS
on 01494 551412 or by e-mail at
campaignoffice@rgshw.com

Mr Tim Dingle

As many of you will be aware, Tim
Dingle, Headmaster since April 1999, left
the RGS in early 2006. He arrived at the
RGS from Mill Hill School. During his
time as Headmaster, Tim always applied
the skills obtained during his studies for
his MBA. This influenced his desire to
streamline and modernise management
processes, and he established a wider
Senior Leadership Team.

Almost as soon as Tim arrived, he oversaw
the opening of Fraser-Youens Boarding
House, the culmination of two years’
planning and building. This must have
inspired him, because during the seven
years of his Headship, a new Music Centre
was completed, School House was
renovated for administration and staff use,
all-weather cricket nets, tennis courts and a
hockey skills area were completed, the
swimming pool was covered, the Space
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under the Queen’s Hall was enclosed and a
new fitness suite was established in the
Old Gym.

Tim was always clear that the educational
experience of RGS boys should not just be
on the academic achievement, but also on
the extra curricular opportunities, and
these were copious and varied. However, it
was always with a sense of anticipation
and then pride that the exam results were
celebrated each year. This last year was
particularly satisfying for the departing
Headmaster as RGS was acknowledged in
two national newspapers as the highest
achieving state school for GCSE results.

There is no doubt that Tim had a real
passion for rugby and he was an assiduous
supporter of school teams. His
commitment went beyond school teams
and he was an England Schoolboys’
Selector, latterly Chairman for the England
U16 sides.

Funding was always an issue during Tim’s
time as Headmaster and he was determined
that the education offered to the boys at
RGS would continue to offer many broad
opportunities within the curriculum and
beyond. This led to an extensive
fundraising campaigrgducational
Excellenceinvolving parents, OWs and
friends of the school combining their
efforts to raise over £1million - an
astonishing achievement that provided the
funds for the badly-needed refurbishment
and extension of music facilities.

We can recognise the vision he brought to
the school and the plans and determination
he showed in implementing them. These
seven years were rich in achievement and
the boys at RGS certainly benefited from a
wide range of experiences.

The manner of Tim’s departure, which was

well-documented in the press, was
particularly disappointing, as it came when

Eleventh Issue: January 2007
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the RGS was celebrating significant

achievements.

Staff Leavers

In 2006, the RGS lost two of its longest-
serving members of staff. After 36 years at
the school,John Roebuckretired as head

of History in summer 2006. During his
time at the school, John was responsible
for introducing Modern World History at
GCSE, started the fencing club, ran cross-
country for four years, initiated with Peter
Gibson an American exchange, and served
as one of the first two teacher Governors.
For the Millennium, he arranged an
exhibition and reception, celebrating the
achievements of distinguished OWs. On
the retirement of David Jones as Head of
Department in 1991, he was the natural
successor. He built on the Department’s
strengths, allowing his colleagues to
follow their enthusiasms.

Peter Gibsonjoined the RGS on the same
day as John Roebuck, having previously
been educated at the same school —
Kingswood in Bath. After gaining an
English degree and teaching at Dagenham,
which gave him an allegiance to West
Ham, he established himself at the RGS as
an inspiring classroom teacher. Peter
secured a sabbatical year in the late-1970s
and studied for a Master’s in the
Philosophy of Education. He introduced
Philosophy into the RGS and at A Level in
1994.

Peter was also one of the first of the staff
to get to grips with Computer technology
and played a part in introducing IT at

RGS. His mastery of minutiae propelled
him on to the Timetabling Team where he
has, along with Martin Berry, struggled
successfully with the demands of
department heads and the column system.
Other staff leaving in 2006 included David
Moore, Jean Frost, Sue Philpot, Chris
Whitfield, Margaret Whitfield and

Professor David Wolfe
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Old Wycombiensians’ Sporting Reunions
HOCKEY
David Stone reports:

“An Old Boys’ Hockey Match again took place on #feernoon of the Dinner at Bisham
Abbey. The Opponents were an Invitation High Wyben€lub XI and the game was
umpired by Mr Roger Pantridge and Tim Stone. Tlag plas, at times, entertaining and very
even, but the Club Xl took its chances better tmre a 3-0 win, with one of the goals scored
by former Business Studies Teacher Mike Grout's/Adam.”

The following lined up in the OWs XI:

Richard Coker, Mark Madden, Roy Page, Brendan MigiN&imon Noakes, Scott Ashdown,
Dan Anderson, Murad Vassib, lan Harman, David Wollrand Nick Barnard.

Stuart Penman was involved in a National Hockeyguegplay-off with Cambridge
University on the same day and Andrew Burnette wvapiring at this event.

SHOOTING
Chris Andrew reports:

“A shoot took place involving nine OWs and four niears of the RGS. Until the rapid
section, the OWs and the School were fairly evemdyched. The rapid, however, sorted out
the men from the boys, so to speak, and the OWgtosand, the rhythm of youth
overcoming the caution of age.

Congratulations to C.Webb from the School who lnedhtighest score overall, and to Bill
Martin, who was the highest scorer for the Ows. thanks go to the boys for coming along,
the school for the use of the range and a spd@aktyou to for Chris Cunningham for
giving up his afternoon to run the shoot and thmgeaso efficiently. The afternoon was most
enjoyable.”

The following OWSs patrticipated: Chris Andrew, Eca€d, Guy Mannering, John Haley,
Bruce Martin, Bill Martin, Harry Mann, Dave Pickag, and Chris Swinhoe-Standen.

CRICKET

On a lovely July evening, the OWSs played the Stafthe first time in what is hoped will
become an Annual Event. It was great to see thr&esoyear’s leavers playing and the OWs
had to lend them to the Staff because they hattdlify getting a team. The OWSs scored
139-7 in their 20 overs, and the Teachers replighl ¥86 all out.

For the OWs Matthew Sutcliffe scored 27, Richargé¢@o21 and Bobby Dix 21, while

Robert Bentall took 4-29, Jason De Gelas 3-39.65ténompson, an RGS boy playing for the
Staff scored 56.
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The OId Wycombiensians' Cricket XI 2006
GoOLF
On a beautiful evening in July, the OWs playedTkachers in the"™Annual Golf Match at
the Weston Turville Golf Course. It was a very el@sntest with three of the games decided
on the 18 green and another on the™ But the teachers eventually won by 3-2. One of the
OWs, who will remain anonymous, realising his pea@s two holes down, caused a
tremendous uproar by tripping over two bags ankkye and ended up sprawling on the
ground on top of both! It put their opponents affrsuch his pair went on to win. It was good
to see two of last year’s leavers playing.
Result (OWs’ names first):
- Siman Ghalley and Toby Hunt lost to David Chantderby 5 and 4
- Charles Lloyd and Paul Dolphin beat Roger Pagé&ridnd Peter Gibson by 1 hole
- Mark Forrester and Martin Priestley lost to lafsah and Mike Earl by 3 and 1
- Tony Reiss and Stephen John beat Trevor WoollemisSimon Copeland by 1 hole

- Stephen Williams lost to lan Clark by 1 hole.

| F YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLAY IN ANY OF THE 2007SPORTING REUNION
MATCHES , PLEASE RETURN YOUR REPLY SLIP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
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MEMORIES OF THE RoyAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Royal Grammar School 29 XV - 1984

The following photograph was sent in by StephereBtad

Gary Wise sent in the following photograph of aA®RGS Rugby XV. Can anyone name the
year and the members of the team?
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School House boarders — 1972

Can anyone help to complete the names in this $¢tmee boarders photograph?

Front row (left to right): Christopher George; Stuaobinson; Simon Roe; Andrew Pillidge; Rev
Skipp; Derek White-Taylor; Andrew Diack; Chris Keetuart Pearce.

Middle Row: Chris Morrish is third from the left thi John Burns to his left.

Third Row: Neil Minch is third from the right.

RGS Under 16 Basketball Team — 1974-75

The following photograph was sent in Kelvin Joui#169-76)

Back Row (left to right):  Derek Stubbs; Stuart Raion; Paul ?: John Diffley.
Front Row (left to right):  Kelvin Jouhar; Simon Rdghris Carpenter; Martin James; Eddie Will.
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File Past

From the Wycombiensian of 1907:

DEBATING SOCIETY for sgrvice with the. Jgnior T.raining Corps .
and five are commissioned in the Royal Air
Force Reserve for service with the Air
Training Corps. The Junior Training Corps
has a strength of over 250 Cadets and is
doing very fine work. The Air Training

Corps was quickly recruited from Old Boys
and present boys to a Squadron of over 150

On Dec. &', A.E.Thompson proposed that in
the opinion of this house, “A German
Invasion is probable.” He pointed out the
possibilities of a secret invasion. F.Youens
seconded, giving examples of the bitterness
of German papers, and stating that Russia
and Germany would co-operate, Russia to C2dets, and the movement amongst Old
invade India, and Germany to invade Boys and in the School has been an
England. B.R.P.Wood opposed the motion, Unqualified success from the first.
saying that news of a landing would soon be
known all over England, and an army
mobilised. F.H.Coles seconded the opposer,
bringing forward as his chief point the
relationship which exists between Royal
personages.

From the Wycombiensian of 1968:

The only way to solve this age-old problem
of smoking on the quiet is to bring it out in
the open by allowing people to smoke in the
new sixth-form common room, fast taking

The following also helped to make this , ,
shape in the space formerly occupied by

debate a great success: Mr. Arnison,

R.C.Rose. C.W.K.Neale. J.B.Griffin those ancient stunted shrubs near the library.
C.M.Leys’ H.D.Griffin. J.R.D.Bushell This is not a particularly revolutionary
A Flint. C.A Lintell and V.Sutton. suggestion; even that haven of conservatism,

Eton, has somewhere pupils can drink the
products of the local brewery and beside this

The voting was as follows: St g o
the legalisation of smoking seems a trivial

For the motion .......... 18 reform.
Against the motion ..... 5 _ _ _
Neutral ..ooovvvee 4 The idea has, in any case, been adopted in

several schools throughout the country, with
the provision of various safeguards, namely
that parents are obliged to given written
permission for their son to smoke and that
smoking should be restricted to one place
only. There are, doubtless, many objections
EDITORIAL that can be raised against such a scheme but
one must accept that many people do smoke
Since the publication of the last despite the Headmaster’'s declarations that it

“Wycombiensian” a wartime atmosphere hads @ filthy and juvenile habit; unfortunately it
spread over the School. The younger Is also a fact of life. The prompt adoption of

members of the staff have joined His such a scheme would be a triumph for
Majesty’s Forces; now no less than eleven liberation, or rather, realism, in a country in
are serving: five ladies have joined the staff, Which the keynote of education is reaction.
Of those remaining, the Headmaster and

hour others hold War Office commissions

The motion was thus carried by 13 votes.

From the Wycombiensian of 1942:
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The Best Days of your life been set essays as punishment and these two
had introduced passages referring to the

From the Minutes of RGS Prefects’ Prefects and the prefect system. Lyne had

Meetings, 1931-33 made only one objectionable reference and

pleaded that he was referring to only the
Meeting held on Monday December 8 minority of the prefects and that only those
1930 concerned should take offence. After much
discussion, it was decided that, as Lyne was
not an habitual nuisance to the Prefects, he
should be warned and told to re-write the

Reynolds (iijwas brought up by Cradwick, &SS&Y:
who had discovered that the giving of lines ,
to him was no deterrent. He had committed BUIfows’ essay was almost completely

another of the small offences for which he Made up of foolish remarks concerning
had previously been given several lots of prefe_cts. he had caused various Prefects_
lines, and it was agreed that the cane might considerable trouble on numerous occasions

be more effective in preventing further so he was punished accordingly. Three
offences. Three strokes were administered. SrOKes were given.

Most of the prefects were present.

R.B. Webber, Senior Prefect E.S. Paice, Senior Prefect

. t
Meeting held on Tuesday June'¥ 1931 g/lgese?t'ng held on Wednesday May 10
All prefects with the exception of Hutton

were present. Nine prefects were present.

Cole, Johnsomand_Robertsvere brought

failing to do lines set on May fsand for before the Prefects by Kay. On Monday
failing to attend the prefects’ meeting on ~ May 8", Kay heard a considerable noise at
Monday June L Coombes had been warnedthe rear of the 5.30pm High Wycombe-

to attend the meeting on Monday morning  London train. On investigation, he

but did not attend and evaded the prefects b§fiScovered these three boys in a carriage, the
wandering out of bounds during the dinner Plinds of which were down, along with

hour. He brought up the required lines on ~ S€veral girls from the Convent and

the Tuesday and it was proposed to punish Technical Institute. Kay told them to
him only for disobedience. Coombes remove themselves to another part of the

considered that he did not deserve to be  train, and this they did. They pleaded that

caned so the case was taken to Mr Arnison they were about to go to another carriage.

who punished Coombes for disobedience. Puring the meeting their behaviour was far
from satisfactory and at times it amounted to

t insolence.

Coombeswas brought up by Carey for

E.S. Paice, Senior Prefec

Meeting held on Wednesday July 8 1931 On being given the alternative of receiving
three strokes each, or of going to the

headmaster, they availed themselves of the
latter course, and accordingly the case was
transferred to him.

All the prefects with the exception of Tidy,
L.W. Cradwick and Hutton were present.

Lyne (i) and_Burrows (iiwere brought up
by Harris. They with the rest of the form had

J.A. Harris, Senior Prefect
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Annual Dinner one year the 40banniversary in each
school.

The Annual Dinner was attended by 90 Old Thank you for the magazine and good
wishes to the Old Wycombiensians.

Boys and former teachers. The Headmaster,
Roy Page, spoke about his vision for the
School and some of his ideas. The Guest of Old Boys' Notes

Honour was OW, Jon Wyatt (1987-1991).

He played hockey over 190 times for his ~ ASHCROFT. MA (1962-64) Michael, who
country and captained the Great Britain sidewas ennobled in 2000, was Senior Party
in the Sydney Olympics. Jon spoke about Treasurer of the Conservative Party 1998-
how he had been fired with enthusiasm for 2001. He is currently Deputy Party
hockey, while at the RGS, and how much heChairman. His boobBirty Politics, Dirty

owed to the RGS. He talked about his Timeswas published in 2005, and he is
experiences at the Olympics, and hoped thaturrently writing a book about the Victoria
a number of present RGS pupils might Cross.

participate in the London Olympics.

BREWER. R (1992-98) Ross captained the
Prior to the Dinner the AGM took place, and England men’s gymnastic team which won a
Old Boys were given tours of the school,  bronze medal at the 2006 Commonwealth
highlighting the new developments. Judging Games in Melbourne. He was England’s
from the comments of those who were therepest gymnast on the pommel horse and floor,
the evening was a very enjoyable one. horizontal bars and parallel bars.

Photographs of the dinner can be found at: CARR. JAP (1989-91) Jimmy is now the

http://www.rgshw.com/oldboys/index2_nj.p face of M&S men’s wear. His comedy

hp?content=newsletters/archive.htm. DVD, entitledStand Up was released in
November 2005.

If you would like to join the OW Club

please contact lan Clark, 5 Foxhill Close, DAWSON. MJS (1985-91) Matthew retired

High Wycombe, HP13 5BL, or as England’s scrum-half after 77 caps and 3

ianrclarkuk@yahooco.uk. If you would like Lions tours. He continues to appear

to find out more about the OWSs, our websiteregularly on BBC'sA Question of Spodnd

is www.rgshw.com/old boys. recently finished second, with Lilia
Kopylova, on BBC’sStrictly Come

Letters to the Editor Dancing.

From John Pursey (1947_54) DONALD. LC (1990-96) Luke won the

Target World Challenge golf competition in
California in December 2005 and collected

| have just returned from holiday to find my , )
$1.3m in prize money.

copy of the Old Wycombiensians’ Club

magazine waiting for me. | was a student at

the school from 1947 to 1954 and a memberm ORD- C (2000-02)Vhile studying Eng!ish
of staff from 1958 until 1960. | retired from Language and Literature at St. Andrew’s

teaching some twelve years ago after University, Christopher won an English
teaching in four Queen Elizabeth grammar SP€aking Union internship to work on

schools — High Wycombe, Wakefield Capitol Hill. He spent eight weeks in the
Blackburn and Darlington — and finishing in Summer of 2005 shadowing Senator Edward

a sixth form college; it is also interesting thatk€nnedy, and ended up playing baseball

in the four QE grammar schools, | missed byelgainst the defeated Presidential candidate
' John Kerry.
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GRAYLING. C (1974-80) Christopher’'s
political career continues to flourish. Now

Shadow Transport Secretary, his persistent,

forensic questioning has seriously
embarrassed Tony and Cherie Blair as well
as Stephen Byers, and helped trigger the
resignation of David Blunkett. In February
he won the Channel@ampaigning
Politician of the Yeaaward.

JONES. JH (1969-74Howard’'s new
album,Revolution of the Heartvas released
in September 2005.

KAHN. S (1996-2002)Simon appeared on

BBC2's Later...with Jools Hollandh
November 2005.

Obituaries

Staff

JONES. WG (1949-51) Mel died in 2005.
A graduate of the University of Wales, he
was senior Chemistry master at the RGS

The Magazine of the
Old Wycombiensians’ Club

COOK. J (1966-70) Jerry Cook sadly
passed away on Jaff 2007. He had been a
Governor of the RGS for several years and
was a very close friend of Steve Gamester
(1962-69) and his family. He will be much
missed by them and by many others
connected with the RGS, and outside.

GERRARD. M (1952-58)Michael died in
2005.

GILES. RN (1930, 1934-39Robert died in
2005.

HANDSCOMBE. R (1947-54) Richard

died of liver cancer on Christmas Eve 2005.
He won an Open Scholarship to Cambridge
in 1954. After university, he held various
teaching posts and finished up in a college
near Toronto, Ontario, where he lectured in
English Literature, with a special interest in
children’s literature.

HARE. AR (1975-1981) Anthony died in
Spain in 2006 after a short illness.

before moving on to become Headmaster ofHARTLEY. W (1995-2001William died

Machynlleth Grammar School. He was

in Glenfield Hospital, Leicester, on 18

particularly remembered for his fine descantJanuary 2006 after a sudden iliness. He

singing at morning prayers.
PERFECT. J (1951-88) John, who taught at

the RGS from 1951 to 1988, died in
November 2006.

Boys

BENNETT. M (1994-2000)After leaving

the RGS, Matthew read Philosophy at
Trinity College, Cambridge, and then
studied Computing during a fourth year at
Cambridge. He died in tragic circumstances
in July 2005, aged 23.

CLARK. JW (1960-67) Jonathon, who was
Emeritus Professor of Industrial Relations a
Southampton University, died at the end of
2005.

Eleventh Issue: January 2007

graduated from Birmingham University in
2004 with a First in History, and at the time
of his death was in the middle of applying to
become an Anglican minister.

JANES. JFR (1956-61) Jeremy attended
Lansdowne School, Prestwood Lodge
School and the RGS before going on to
Christ Church, Oxford, where he studied
modern languages. He was one of the RGS
generation, which gained a record number of
Oxbridge places in 1961, and whose number
also included the school’'s one girl pupil,
Helena Ellis. Helena also went to Oxford, to
read classics at St Anne’s College, and the
couple married on Helena’s graduation in

1965. Jeremy had graduated in 1964 and

taught for a year in Birmingham. In 1965,
they emigrated to California, where Jeremy
was employed as a French teacher. He
gained his MA in French Literature and
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Language. He subsequently worked for the
ground-breaking Community Action
Commission in Santa Barbara and later in
community relations at UCSB. In 2000, he
moved to Madison, Wisconsin, where he

The Magazine of the
Old Wycombiensians’ Club

he had been studying Medicine at University
College, London.

PORTER. M (1944-52) Michael became a
Doctor and spent most of his career in

became Communications Representative at Canada and because of some particular

the American Association for Retired
People. He participated in many of AARP
Wisconsin’s successful campaigns.
Throughout his career, Jeremy was

medical specialism became a special non-
military advisor to the CIA in Washington.
He died of cancer in late November 2005.

universally liked, admired and respected by TAYLOR. J (1918-23)John, who was

students, co-workers, clients, co-writers,
readers, volunteers, and colleagues in
partner organizations. He was a kind and
generous person. All those with whom he
worked will remember his quick wit, his
patience, his compassion, his empathy, his

believed to have been the oldest living OW,
died in 2006 at the age of 98. He gained a
scholarship to study at the RGS and went on
to be a governor between 1950 and 1955.
He took over the sweet manufacturing
business in Easton Street from his father,

love of music and books and his enthusiasmwas a very active member of the Liberal

for his daily work.

He was dedicated to many other interests,
including writing, film, photography, food,
travel, and country walks. He enjoyed
following politics, cricket and soccer, and
retained an extraordinary knowledge of
English current affairs and sports news by
following selected UK websites. Jeremy is
survived by his wife Helena, and family.

JANES. RE (1928-30) Eric died on 17
October 2004, aged 91. He trained as an

Party, becoming its first County Councillor.
He was also a very active member of High
Wycombe Hockey Club for over 50 years as
a player and the umpire.

VARNEY. D (1944-48) Don Varney, who
was at the RGS in the 1940s, passed away in
September 2006, a day short of hi' 75
birthday. A memorial service for him was

held on ' November 2006 at 1.00p.m. at St.
Lawrence Church in West Wycombe.

architect, working for nearly five years at theWALTER. J (1923-27) John Walter, who

offices of Sir Edwin Lutyens. After the war,
he became the senior partner in the local
architects’ firm Thurlow and Lucas, and
designed the RGS cricket pavilion and
chapel.

JEANS. P (1947-52) Paul died in Auckland
in 2006.

KNOWLES. TCT (1920-26) Tom was born
in 1910, the son of a Haddenham butcher,
and was lucky enough to be awarded a
scholarship at the RGS by George Arnison.
After war service he became a teacher,
ending up as head of Mathematics at
Lowndes School, Chesham.

ONYIAGHA. D (1996-2002) Dikennam

was at the RGS in the late-1920s and early-
1930s, was born in Lewisham. He was a
keen sportsman and enjoyed tennis, rugby
and many other outdoor activities. Following
the outbreak of the Second World War, he
joined the RAF and took part in Operation
Torch at Tunis and was involved in the
landings at Salemo and Anzio.

After the war, John enjoyed a variety of
careers in retailing and wholesaling before
retiring to Norfolk. In 1988, he and his wife
decided it was time to move north to be
nearer to their son and his family. They
came to live in Topcliffe and quickly
became active in village life being involved
with church, carpet bowls and other
community activities.

It was at this time in his life, (nearly 80) that

died in a car accident on 23 December 2005John decided to take up a new career. Seeing
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no news about Topcliffe in tH@arlington continued to contribute to the D&S for nine
and Stockton Time&e rang up to enquire  years.

“Why not?” He was told the newspaper John married Molly, in 1939 and they had
needed someone to report news and eventstwo children, a son Richard, and a daughter
and “would you like to do it?” And so, John Jane who lives with her family in New

became the D&S photo-journalist for Zealand.

Topcliffe. John was also a founder member of the Old
The founding ofThe TATtleiwas another Wycombiensians’ RFC (now High

way John put his interest in words and Wycombe RFC) and a past master of the Old

writing to good use. When he decidedto = Wycombiensian Lodge.

give upThe TATtlercouple of years ago, he

explained that he had suggested to TopcliffeWHY. CJ (1942-49) John died in

Parish Council that the community might ~ September 2005. After nine years teaching
appreciate a parish newsletter. Fine, they in Malta, he became a primary school

said — here’s £25 and you can be the editor.headmaster in Alsager. He was also a
Asenby Parish Council came up with talented musician.

another £25 and sbthe TATtlewas born.

John remained editor dihe TATtlerand

OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS ' SPORTING REUNIONS 2007

Hockey and shooting:
Saturday 28 April
(before the Annual Dinner)

Golf versus the staff:
Friday 29" June at 4.00 p.m.

Cricket versus the Staff:
Tuesday, June 26t 5.30 p.m.

Cricket versus the school T XI:
Wednesday, July 18at 2.00 p.m.

OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS ' WEBSITE

Please visit the Old Wycombiensians’ website fgutar newsletters
with contributions from Old Boys.

(www.rgshw.com/oldboys)
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OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS ' SPORTING REUNIONS, AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER
Saturday 28 April 2007

From 2.30 p.m.  An opportunity to play hockey, fenor shoot and meet old friends. An
application form is on the attached sheet.

6.00 p.m. A tour of the School for those who ateriested. The bar opens.
6.30 p.m. AGM in the School Library.
7.30 p.m. Annual Dinner in the Queen’s Hall.

Our Guest of Honour i3ohn Roebuck John arrived at the RGS to teach History in 1970
and was Head of History from 1991 until his retierhlast summer. He introduced fencing
to the RGS and 20 of his fencers have representglhid, Wales or Great Britain. He has
organised History trips, helped to initiate the Armman Exchange, run the Cross-Country
teams and participated in the Staff Revue. Soufwere one of John’s history or fencing
students, you may want to come to bid him fareweit great to welcome him to the OW
Dinner.

The Headmaster, Roy Page, who will have taught no&rgu over the last 34 years, will
talk about the RGS present and future. A numbéeaxdhers and ex-teachers will also be
there.

There will be a four-course meal, and it shoulcghery good one. A bar will be organised
by the RGS Parents’ Association and all profitd@echool projects. As in past years we are
reserving tables for those who play in the varigpsrting events in the afternoon. For
everybody else we will try to arrange the seatmguit you. We hope that the formal part of
the evening will be over by 9.45 p.m., so thateheill be plenty of time for conversation. It
should be a really enjoyable occasion.

How about contacting old friends that you haveperhaps seen for some time to arrange for
a group to come together? If you would like usdweeatise a group reunion on the website,
please email lan Clark. This year the cost of tirenBr will be £29.00. If you would like to
come, please complete the enclosed form, and sémdain Clark as soon as possible, and by
SATURDAY APRIL 21 % at the very latest. You will receive the confirinatof your
application and the Agenda of the AGM, by emaibgietter but not before April*1 If you
would like a reply through the post, please sen8AaE with your application.

Apart from the fencing, hockey and shooting off 2®ril, we are arranging golf, cricket and
tennis matches in the Summer Term. Dates are gineghe attached reply slip. If you want
to participate in either or both of the SportingiRens, please complete and send in the
reply-slip. If you want further information, pleasentact lan Clark on 01494 530782, or by
e-mail at ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk.

We look forward to seeing you on April 28
Crispin White

Chairman
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OLD WYCOMBIENSIAN L ODGE

During the last twelve months the lodge has seemigw and youthful members. This may
not sound very much but we are small and as onehstmemarked, “the new members
have significantly reduced the average age an@ased average mobility!”

The lodge welcomes members from the ranks of alels¢ives of old boys - fathers, brothers
and sons and recently a son-in-law. School stafbéso qualified to join and in the past have
included E.R.Tucker, Peter Smaje and Ron Emery.

Charity, the primary consideration of every Freemmaias been well addressed over the last
year. We have given financial support to the Sefdi&ailors’ and Airmans’ Families
Association, an old peoples’ home, the HURT apfaathildren in pain and the appeal by
High Wycombe hospital for the keyhole surgery fuimdaddition, and foremost among our
concerns over the year, has been the OpportuRitsgroup in Marlow. This organisation,
largely run by volunteers, supports families wittildren suffering some form of disability.
The work done by the playgroup gives much needesf te hard pressed parents and much
happiness to the children. The playgroup foundfitgghout funding and local freemasons
stepped in to keep them going.

We are proud of this charitable side to our agésitind this year we have donated a cup -
The Community Service Ctpthe school. The cup, along with a book to thkeie of £50

will be presented annually to the pupil who hasedorost for the community. We are
delighted that the school accepted our offer anédmeleased that this link with the school
has been formed.

We are hoping that the lodge and the school malyjfimt activities in community work.

However, freemasonry has its lighter side with mgobd fellowship and new friendships
made with other masons, including overseas. Whegewsason travels, he can find a brother
and attend meetings.

Enquiries about the lodge are welcome and can lge neaour secretary:

W.E Shackell C.B.E.
"Applewood"

Tudor Close
Pulborough

West Sussex.
RH202EF.

Tel: 01798875109.
Email: willie_shackell@tinyworld.co.uk
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The Royal Grammar School - Whisky Club

In conjunction with Polmac (UK) Ltd., the RGS iopd to be able to offer Old

Wycombiensians the opportunity to purchase a unigliection of finest Speyside Malt and
Blended Whiskies bearing the RGS label.

Single Speyside Malt Scotch Whisk§€ode: 70SSMW)
This 70cl single malt whisky is presented in a lendood box with clear stain finish
and blue RGS logo on the lid. £24.95
An elegant and sophisticated Single Speyside Maisky highly prized for its strength of
character and individuality. Everything is in pk&to produce one of Scotland’s finest single
malt whiskies; pure spring water from the mightyr@gorm mountains, that flows through
peaty moors, to produce water that is exceptiorsdifiy and flavoursome; the finest quality
barley from the Moray Firth region and the unsurpeg distillation skills, that provide our
RGS Single Speyside Malt Whisky with its unique atyd character. Excellence is truly
worth waiting for!

Superior Choice Blended Scotch Whisk§ode: 70BSW)
This 70cl blended whisky comes in a standard tallnd, clear glass bottle with RGS label.
£13.95
A beautifully smooth and rounded Blended Scotctskylof the finest quality. Our RGS
Superior Choice, Blended Scotch Whisky is prodbgduighly skilled, Master Blenders,
using traditional whisky blending skills, to “meldbdgether the subtle flavours and character
of the finest quality single malt whiskies and graihiskies. After blending, the newly
created whisky is returned to natural oak caskddiother maturation, to ensure “a marriage
made in heaven!”

5 Miniature Whisky Gift Sef{Code: 5SMGS)
Presented in a blue stained wooden box embosshdwibld RGS logo on the lid,
this box contains two 5cl RGS Single Speyside Whlsky miniatures and three 5cl RGS
Blended Whisky miniature€£17.95 per box

10% of all sale proceeds will go to the School
100% Guarantee — Every purchase you make is 100%rgnteed
If you are dissatisfied with any purchase, simplgturn it within 30 days for a full refund

To place an order use the order form containederRGS Old Boys magazine
or go onto the RGS web sievw.rgshw.com/whisky
or contact Pippa Gamester at School (01494 551416),
e-mailpg@rgshw.com

The whiskies will be available over the bar at th®©ld Wycombiensians’ Dinner
and can be purchased or ordered on the night

Postage and Packing Chargegnot applicable if orders are collected, by an adérfom the
school)
1 item - £6.50, 2 items - £9.50, 3 items - £11.50,
4 items - £14.50, 5 items - £15.50, 6 items - £07.5
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RovyAL GRAMMAR ScHooL WHIsKY CLuB

Please complete this order form and return it to
Polmac (UK) Ltd, 3 The Briars, High Wycombe HP11 1B

No of Total
bottles Cost
|Code: 7022MW
I would like to order the following number of 70clbottles of
IRGS SINGLE SPEYSIDE MALT WHISKY in Lindenwood Presentation Case £
with blue RGS logo @ £24.95 per bottle
|Code: 70BSW
I would like to order the following number of 70clbottles of
RGS SUPERIOR CHOICE BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY with RGS logo on £
the label @ £13.95 per bottle
|Code: 5MGS
I would like to order the following number of Gift Sets comprising
2 x 5c¢l bottles of RGS Single Speyside Malt Whiskgnd 3 x 5cl bottles of RGS £
Superior Choice Blended Scotch Whisky presented ia blue stain presentation
|pox with gold RGS logo @ £17.95 per box
If you want to collect your order from the School pease tick this box. There
will be no packing or postage charge
Total I otal Cost of
ofOB%tt‘\é% Packing
If you want us to send your order to you please addn the appropriate postage
and packing charge as detailed below: £
Il item - £6.50, 2 items - £9.50, 3 items - £11.50, 4 ited$4.50, 5 items - £15.50, 6 items - £17.50,
7+ items — please contact Polmac (UK) Ltd on 01438857
TOTAL COST OF ORDER (including P&P)
£

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other Initials Surname

Address

Daytime Tel. Evening Tel,

E-mail

CHEQUES WITH ORDER PAYABLE TO: Polmac (UK) Ltd
We aim to deliver within 14 working days of recegtyour order.
School Contact: Pippa Gamester (01494) 55141@¢@rgshw.com
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