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January 2006
Dear Old Wycombiensian

The year 2005 was my third as EditoilRi&S Old Boysand it has been another successful
year for the club. There has, once again, beerasplg number of Old Wycombiensians
getting back in contact through the club’s web<iar secretary, lan Clark, does a
magnificent job keeping this up to date and comgik newsletter every two months. If you
have not already seen the website, it is well waglvisit.

In April 2006, the school will say goodbye to MmTDingle, who has been Headmaster for
the past seven years. In that time, he has doaetastic job and we wish him well in his new
role as Headmaster of St. George’s College in ArganHe will be replaced by Mr Roy
Page, Senior Deputy Headmaster and a familiarttaoeany OWSs, having been on the RGS
staff since 1972. We wish Roy every success imés role.

OWs continue to make their mark on the internatisparting scene and | am sure many of
you will have followed Luke Donald’s burgeoning fyoy career with interest. Let us hope
that 2006 sees Tom Rees’ debut for the full Englamgyy XV.

On the subject of OW sportsmen, the guest of hoatthis year’'s Annual Dinner will be Jon
Wyatt, former captain of the Great Britain hockegrh. The 2005 Dinner was, once again,
held in the Queen’s Hall and very well attended preteded by a sporting reunion for
hockey. These events all play a full part in theostof the Club and | urge you to support
them in 2006 and to come a see what should betart@&ning speech from Jon.

My thanks, as ever, go to every contributor amabklforward to receiving more of your
letters in the forthcoming year. My thanks alsag®irs Steph Russell and her colleagues in
the School’'s Resources Centre, without whose Imefpinting and collating, the production
of this magazine would not be possible.

Finally, I would like to thank all the members betCommittee and the Headmaster for his
support throughout 2005

Very best wishes for 2006.

Yours sincerely

W

Simon Molden (1989-95)
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HEADMASTER 'S REPORT - JANUARY 2006

Dear Old Wycombiensian,

| am writing this during my last term at the Roglammar School before departing for St.
George’s College in Argentina. | have really enpbyey seven years at the RGS and the
warm relationship with all those | have met witkine Old Wycombiensians. It really is a
fantastic school and | leave it with sadness agpd$ad because of the passion | have for the
place and its history; joy in knowing | am handmger a School in extremely good heart.

Currently we are in a most positive period with pegcellence in diverse areas being
recognised nationally. This week we have learnatldhleast 31 pupils have been offered
places at Oxford and Cambridge - something of arced am continually amazed by the
ability of the boys to achieve excellence acadeltyiead in sport, music and drama. There
is no doubt that the very high quality teachindfstad support of Parents and Governors
have allowed this success to become a traditionaea very traditional school with a sense
of our place in the community, yet at the cuttidge of teaching and learning.

There is an exciting future ahead for the RGS aantl delighted that Roy is succeeding me
in this privileged role. Thank you all for your saget and help and I look forward to reading
of the continued success of the Royal Grammar Schgears to come.

Tim T Dingle
Headmaster

Dear Old Boys

| am writing to introduce myself as the new Headmrasf the Royal Grammar School from
1% April 2006. As Tim has mentioned, this is a pegéd role and to have the opportunity to
lead this great school and a team of staff whoisterstly give of their time beyond that
required in providing the boys with an outstandialyicational experience is an honour.

Malcolm Smith appointed me as a Teacher of Mathiesiat the RGS in 1972 and since
then, | have been a Boarding House Master, He&iixtih Form and Deputy Headmaster (the
last 42 years as Senior Deputy Headmaster). Fraanytbu will understand that the RGS is
close to my heart. When implementing any new, exginitiatives that will benefit the
education of the boys, | will take care to maintiia traditions and ethos that make the RGS
S0 special.

| will be attending the Old Wycombiensians’ Dinrer 22 April 2006 and | look forward to
meeting many of you then.

Roy M Page
Senior Deputy Head
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A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Old Wycombiensian,

If you are in regular touch with events at RGS, wolliknow that the Headmaster, Tim Dingle, is
leaving the School at Easter to take up the Hepdsftst George’s School in Argentina. On behalf of
all Old Boys | would like to take this opportunity congratulate Tim for securing this prestigious
appointment and | am sure he will put his RGS drpees to good effect in his new post. We look
forward to reading of his future successes andiévmthat rugby fixtures between RGS and St.
George’s are already being planned. Our thanks gt for all the hard work he has put in during
his time as Head of RGS. Tim will leave after seyears of strong leadership and successful
stewardship and we thank him for the care he hetaf the School. Tim has always taken an
interest in the Old Boys and has given us consiflerassistance with the Club’s drive to keep in
contact with recent leavers.

Roy Page, Tim’s successor, is well known to many Biys as an energetic and enthusiastic
supporter of the School, so | am sure we will hgngat pleasure in welcoming him to our 2006
dinner. | had the privilege of being taught by Rdyen he first joined RGS. His classes were a
memorable experience. To abuse lightly that welinnszhool report cliché, “I have watched his
subsequent progress through the school with intemad | am certain that the governors were correct
to identify Roy as standing head and shouldersealdithe candidates for the post.

Turning to the Annual Dinner, we are again runranmgumber of sports events in the afternoon before
the Dinner. These have proved popular, so pleaggvdadhem your support, either as a player or
spectator. After some discussion we have decideddage the running order of the Dinner evening.
Those of you who expressed a preference have cotathanfavourably on our practice of placing

the Head'’s report before the meal. | should expiaét we introduced this change a few years ago
because attendees complained that they were dittirigo long after the meal listening to speeches.
By breaking the running order round the meal weeddp give Old Boys more time to move around
and socialise before and after the meal. This yweawill have a break after the Loyal Toast, then
return for the Toast to the School and Club, foboviby the Head'’s report before toasting and hearing
from our Guest of Honour. As chair of the Dinneb-siommittee, | am always happy to receive
comments on the arrangements. If you have anysgleanail me on crispinmwhite @aol.com.

Those of you who read the electronic Club newstetta the Old Boys’ section of the School website
will appreciate lan Clark’s hard work in producibgth news and recollections and in helping Old
Boys keep in touch with the School and each otBaryour behalf, | would like to thank lan for all

his hard work as Secretary and in particular fodpcing the electronic newsletters. My thanks also
go to Simon Molden for his work as editor of thiagazine. As always, | am grateful for the support
and hard work in its physical production given kg Russell and her team in the School Resources
Centre. | should like to thank my brother, Danmoy, His hard work as Club Treasurer. Finally my
thanks go my fellow committee members for theirparpand efforts on behalf of the Club,

particularly in relation to the Annual Dinner artassociated Sports Reunions.

I hope that you will try to attend the 2006 dintedemonstrate the Club’s support for the Schodl an
the new Head. Those of you who are able to attessldften might like to mark your diaries for 2009

when we are hoping to hold a special dinner tolrate the Club’s centenary. We are also starting to
think how the Club should celebrate the School@"nniversary in 2012. There will be some other
festivities going on in East London at the sameetand | wonder whether any Old Boys returning to

the UK to visit those might like to hold some evanhthe School at the same time. Let me know.

In the meantime, best wishes for the New Year.

Crispin White (1968 — 1975)
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ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk
SECRETARY 'SNOTES

Dear Old Wycombiensian,

I am sorry that | cannot address you in a moregoeisvay! You are receiving this year's magazine
either because you left before 1950, or you spedifi asked to receive one. Other paid-up members
of the OW Club will receive a letter with detailsaut the dinner and other events. They can get the
information printed in this magazine on the OW wiehdf you have computer facilities, and you
have not yet visited the OW website (www.rgshw.aadioys), you may find something of interest
on it. There are letters from Old Boys with memsyiguggestions, photographs of people and events
over the years, plus a section of contact addregsmger 600 old boys (often some details of what
they are doing now). There are six newsletterbéncburse of the year. In addition you will see a
school calendar giving dates of RGS concerts, @agsfixtures. You are of course welcome at any
of them. If you are able to visit the site, | dacearage you to do so, and to send in your conidhut
Indeed if you live abroad, you may want look at $ketion where you can find details of other OWs
who are living in the same country, and contactrith@s has happened in two or three cases already.

The School Computer System was upgraded this gadrunfortunately some OW data seems to
have been lost. If you are aware of an OW not vaagithe magazine, please contact me. Because so
few of the school leavers now become paid-up mesnbithe Club, probably because of the cost of a
University education, we have decided to give fremmbership to OWs for five years after leaving

the RGS, and we will seek to keep in touch withnthly email with details of various school and Old
Boys’ events.

Congratulations to Roy Page, who has recently bpeninted Headmaster of the RGS from April
2006. Roy joined the RGS staff in 1972 and it much-deserved appointment. We wish him well.

Points to note:

1. When you move house | do urge you to send usry@w address;

2. If you know of an OW who is not yet a membeegsle encourage him to join;

3. If ever you spot something about an OW in theeps, do tell me about it or send me the cutting;
4. If you want to receive a copy of the school nzaga, which is published in July, please send me a
cheque for £4, or £7, if you live abroad. If younvéo buy an OW tie, (cost £11.95) contact me.

It is great to receive emails or letters out-of-tiee from OWs. It is also great to take OWs oo t
round the RGS. One OW living in Australia had artiaist summer, one from New Zealand is having
one this summer. So, if ever you are in the anedyveould like a tour, please do not hesitate to
contact me. It would be great also to see more ©dfsng to the Annual Dinner on Saturday April
22" or participating in the various OW games reuni@rs contact your OW friends, perhaps using
the Friends Reunited site, and send in your rdjgg.Please write to me or email me with any news
or ideas, or your memories for inclusion on the sitebor the magazine.

With my very best wishes,

lan R. Clark
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New Headmaster

Mr Tim Dingle, Headmaster of RGS since
April 1999 will be leaving the school in
April 2005 to take up the post of
Headmaster of St. George’s College in
Argentina.

His successor will bRoy PAGE,
currently Senior Deputy Headmaster and a
member of staff at RGS since 1972.

The selection process was a thorough and
inclusive one, with the Governors, Senior
Leadership Team, Head Boy and Prefects,
Staff and Trustee Governors having the
opportunity to meet candidates and feed
back to the seven Governors on the
Selection Committee, which was chaired
by Andrew Higginson, Chairman of
Governors.

The headhunting firm Odgers, Ray and
Berndtson led the search. They identified a
number of outstanding candidates. The
Selection Committee narrowed this to a list
of twelve candidates, who were all
interviewed by them. A second session
reduced the list to six, all of whom were
interviewed by the Selection Committee.
The list was excellent with candidates

from both the State and Public Schools
sector, most of whom were experienced
Headmasters.

The final three candidates spent a day and
a half at the school, meeting Mr Dingle,
Staff, the Senior Leadership Team, Head
Boy and Prefects. They made a formal
presentation to the whole Governing Body,
and also met them in a more relaxed
environment. They then had final
interviews with the Selection Committee
and a one-to-one with the Chairman of
Governors.
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Against the outstanding candidates, Roy
Page stood out clearly as the person best
suited to take RGS forward over the next
few years. His selection was unanimous.

We wish Roy every success in his new
role.

Wycombiensian

2005 saw th&Vycombiensiamagazine
celebrate its centenary. The very first
edition appeared in December 1905 and
sold 116 copies. Its editor was the newly-
appointed Second Master and Maths
teacher, Reginald Threlfall, a graduate of
Queen’s College, Oxford. His opening
editorial expressed the hope that the
magazine “will serve as a link between
past and present generations,” and that
“those who are now in the School will
some day turn with pleasure to the record
of their doings in their boyhood”.

Initially, it was published each term, but
publications became irregular during the
Second World War due to restrictions on
the use of paper. Thereatfter, it appeared
biannually and since 1980 it was been
published annually.

The school’s Honorary Archivisiohn
MITCHELL would like to appeal to any
Old Wycombiensians who may have a
spare copy of either the Spring 1959 or
September 1959 editions (volume 12,
numbers 11 and 12) that they would be
willing to donate to him. These are the
only two missing from the school’s
collection and he would like to complete
the set.
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JOTTINGS FROM THE*WYCOMBIENSIAN

Staff Leavers

After 32 years at the schodly. Ray

Dosser who had served as both Head of
Chemistry and Head of Science at the
school retired in the summer of 2005. He
arrived at the school in September 1973
following a degree from the University of
Wales, a PhD in transition metal chemistry
and a PGCE at Chelsea College.

Away from the classroom, Ray ran the
school’s first rugby ‘B’ team (the under
13s) for 16 years, despite a lifelong
devotion to the other code of football. He
was also a stalwart of the staff soccer XI,
playing over 600 games for them over a 30
year period.

Mr Will Phelan joined the school in 1995,
succeeding Ashley Robson in the history
department. He quickly settled into school
life and made an invaluable contribution to
history teaching at RGS. He was also a
regular on the French/History trips to
France and regularly took groups of VI
formers to lectures in London. He also
successfully guided both under 15 and
under 16 rugby XVs and school cricket
teams. His recent election to the MCC was
one of the highlights of his life.

Former Headmaster, David Levin,
propelled Will into pastoral work in the
Middle School and his mixture of authority
and empathy enabled him to make this a
successful period of his life at the school.
He leaves us to take up the position of
Head of VI" form at Abingdon School.

Other members of staff to leave in 2005
were Mrs Elizabeth Edwards, Mr lan
Fullarton, Mr Peter Turner, Mrs Lyn
Turner, Mrs Kirsten Daley, Mr Martyn
Tinnion, Mrs Deborah Knight, Mrs
Margaret Carroll, Mrs Christine Walker
and Mr Bill Dobbs, who served at the
school’s first Enterprise Manager.
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The School gained 150 university places in
2005, with nine going to Oxford and eight
to Cambridge.

Societies and Activities

The School continues to offer a wide range
of societies and activities. Destinations for
School trips this year included Osnabrick,
Lubeck, China, Toulouse, Belgium,
northern France, Barcelona, Dorset and
Exmoor.

The RGS Public Speaking team had its
most successful season ever, with the
Upper Sixth team winning the National
Championships of Great Britain and
Ireland, held in Lincoln on Saturda{ 7
May. The winning team was made up of
Chairman Guy Burkitt, speaker Byron
Thomas and vote of thanks Thomas
Rendell and they spoke on “Fifteen
mintures’ of fame, or legendary legacy?”
This analysed the differences between
temporary celebrity and enduring
reputation. In addition, Byron Thomas
won the ‘Best Speaker’ award and Thomas
Rendell the ‘Best vote of thanks'.

Combined Cadet Force

The CCF enjoyed another hectic and
successful year, starting with the
expedition to Kenya in July and August
2004. TheArmy Section introduced a
recruit weekend at Mop End, near
Amersham, early on in the year to give the
cadets an insight into campcraft and first
aid. TheRAF Sectionenjoyed plenty of
flying opportunities at RAF Benson, RAF
Halton and the local gliding club. TN
Sectionwas sad to say farewell to Lt
Fullarton and Lt Cdr Henderson, both of
who have been pivotal to the Section’s
operation.
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Old Wycombiensians’ Sporting Reunions

On 18" April 2005, OWs came from near and far for thedtsitaging of the old boys’ hockey
match at Bisham Abbey. In June and July, furtheni@ns were held for golf and cricket.

HoCKEY
David Stone reports on the hockey match:

“This event happened for the third year and it eéssasing to welcome Andy
Burnette and Edward Harrison who were participatiiog the first time. Andy
is a regular umpire in the National Hockey Leagmel das umpired the
England Under 21 team, while Ed is a medic whogiaged regularly for
London University.

Two balanced teams were selected, WiitesbeatingBlues 7-6. Andy
Burnette scored a hat-trick f&a/hitesand Duncan Parnis scored two. Murad
Vassib scored twice fdlues”

CRICKET

On July 19, the OW Cricket XI played in the fourth match aggithe RGS 1st Xl for the
Duncan Moore Trophy. Duncan had been a leading reewnfithe RGS X1 until he left
school in 1996. He was tragically killed in a raaatident in 1999. Both teams held a
minute’s silence for Duncan and also for John HoyOW of the 1970s, who was killed in
the Tsunami and whose Service of Remembrance viag beld in London at the same time.

It was great to welcome some OWs who had not playady of the earlier games. The OWs
batted first and scored 187 all out. Sajid Zailredal3, Bobby Dix 20, Richard Royce 22,
James Howlin 28, and Jason de Gelas 26 not aurtthE RGS, Edward Greenland and Tom
Collins both took three wickets.

In reply the RGS scored 189 for 8, to win by twakets. James Cousins scored a
magnificent 109 in 50 balls, including 10 sixes,jethin the view of the OWs was the finest
innings they had ever seen on the school field tik@OWs, James Howlin took 4 wickets
and James Anderson took three. It was an excelime, played in a very good spirit. Many
thanks to Bobby Dix, who has up to now organised@hV XI.

The following played for the OW team: Bobby Dix (aleft the RGS in 2000), Sajid Zaib
(1988), Dave Chapman (1988), Jason de Gelas (10@&hew Honeyben (2000), Richard
Royce (1996), James Anderson (2003), Jon Nelsddlj20ames Howlin (2004), James
Nicholas (2000) and Russell Bowry (2001)
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Old Wycombiensians’ Cricket XI - 2005

GOLF

The OWs and Staff teams gathered for the third alnmatch at Weston Turville Golf Club
in the middle of a thunderstorm on a late Fridagrabon in June. Luckily the lightning and
thunder cleared and we were able to start and chfiesh the game, albeit through some
fairly heavy rain. The results of the four gamesenes follows:

Steven John (who left in 1970) and Tony Reiss (1 ®eat Roger Pantridge and Steve
Gamester.

Roger File* (1953) and Martin Priestley (1963) lasDavid Chamberlain and Peter
Toller.

Paul Dolphin (1975) and lan Clark* beat lan Wilsord Mike Moffatt*.
Mike Grout* lost to Trevor Woolliams.

(* ex-RGS Teachers)

In previous years the OW team had won one matahitenTeachers one, so the overall
position is dead level. After the match, some sades, drinks and conversation were
enjoyed. Everyone seemed to agree that it wasyaevgoyable occasion.

| F YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLAY IN ANY OF THE 2006SPORTING REUNION
MATCHES , PLEASE RETURN YOUR REPLY SLIP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
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MEMORIES OF THE RoyAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Royal Grammar School Cross-Country Team, 1952-53

The following photograph was sent in by Alan Barréan you hel with any of the missing
names?

Back row: Tony Dale; uknown; uknown; George Smeythknown;

Front row: Fellows (?); Alan Barrett (captaingr@enter (?); Richard Garratt (vice-
captain); Dick (?)

Royal Grammar School Rugby XV, 1951-52

Tenth Issue: January 2006 Page 9



RGS Old Boys The Magazine of the
Old Wycombiensians’ Club

Royal Grammar School Cricket XI, 1950

RGS Prefects, 1952

The two photographs above and the rugby photograph
were kindly sent in by Dan Thomas (1949-52)
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File Past

already been subscribed A glance down the
list of subscribers reveals the fact that the
scheme has been fairly well supported by
friends of the School and by the inhabitants
The first debate of the Easter term was held ©f High Wycombe. We should like,

on Saturday, Feb. f6the subject being however, to see on the list the name of every
that, “In the opinion of this House, it would ©!d Boy of the School. The heroic deed of

be a national calamity if women were given the School’s gallant V.C. cries aloud for

the suffrage.” In the absence of the Proposef€cognition, and no more fitting memorial
Rose opened the debate, and in a short but could be found than a Youens Scholarship

From the Wycombiensian of 1907:

DEBATING SOCIETY

courageous speech demonstrated the
inferiority of women to man, and the
absurdity of women meddling with politics,

when they had quite enough to do in looking

after their domestic duties. Mr Bartle

opposed the motion, pointing out that many ; N i
¢ our chief desire is that every possible Old

women at the present time had given proo
of possessing more intellectual power than
men, and Stone seconded him with one of
the best speeches of the evening. The
following members also spoke: Mr Arnison,
Mr Lawson, Stephenson, Birch, Youens.

The voting was as follows:

For the motion .......... 10
Against the motion ..... 6
Neutral ................... 1

The motion was thus carried by 4 votes.
From the Wycombiensian of 1931:

THE YOUENS V.C. MEMORIAL
FUND.

Most of our readers are now acquainted wit

the object of the Youens V.C, Memorial

Fund which was opened at Armisticetide.
The appeal issued by the Committee for
£1,000, the minimum required in the first

which will enable boys of the School to
proceed to a University career We feel
confident that the scheme will enlist the
whole-hearted support of those who received
their education at the School and we should
welcome subscriptions, large or small, but

Boy should do his share.
From the Wycombiensian of 1949:
EDITORIAL

There are still boys who look on the School
merely as a place where they receive 5%
hours of education a day, a place that, apart
from homework, they can leave behind them
at 4 o’'clock. Yet, if we consider the number
of out-of-school activities promoted by the
School, no one is uncatered for. There are
the School matches, three or four each
Saturday, which anyone is free to watch,
even if he is not a player. Then, if there are
some who abhor fresh air, or think with
Euripides that “Ten thousand plagues beset
our native land, But nothing’s plaguier than
Hhe athletic band,” they may turn to one of
the School societies - Chess, Debating,
History, Marigals, Music or Science; and if
they have any literary ambitions they may
contribute to th&/ycombiensian

instance to establish a School Scholarship to

perpetuate the memory of Sec.- Lieutenant

Frederick Youens V.C., has produced a
generous response, and over £600 has

Tenth Issue: January 2006

Page 11



RGS Old Boys

The Best Days of your life

From the Minutes of RGS Prefects’
Meetings, 1931-33

Meeting held on Monday November 18
1930

All prefects were present.

Allen was brought up by Paice for smoking
in the streets of his home town,
Beaconsfield. A warning had previously
been given.

Three strokes were administered.

R.B. Webber, Senior Prefect

Meeting held on Monday November 1%
1930

All prefects were present.

Turner (i)was brought up by Kyle for
repeated cheek and lack of respect for
authority.

Three strokes were administered.

R.B. Webber, Senior Prefect

Meeting held on Monday, June 2% 1931

The Senior Prefect and ten other prefects
were present.

Mallott and_Turner (iwere brought up for
misbehaviour on the school field, while
attending the Old Boys’ Rugby Match on
Saturday March 21

A good deal of pushing and general ragging
took place while the boys were waiting to
have their names taken. As these two

appeared to be taking more than their share
in the pushing, they were summoned before

the prefects, to be an example to others.

Tenth Issue: January 2006
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No defence was offered, and four strokes
were given in each case.

E.S. Paice, Senior Prefect

Meeting held on Monday December %7
1931

Most of the prefects were present.

Savageand_lleswere brought up by Ives and
Cavey for interfering with their Private

Study period the previous Friday afternoon.
It was alleged that they kept tapping and
opening the door, making a noise and
generally keeping the prefects from their
work. On being approached they ran away,
only to reappear as soon as Ives and Cavey
had resumed their work. In order to prevent
further such occurrences they each received
three strokes.

H.G. Tidy, Senior Prefect

Meeting held on Wednesday October 12
1932

The Senior Prefect and fourteen other
prefects were present.

Muglistonwas brought before the Prefects
on this occasion by H.J. Cavey. The original
offence was loitering round the school
buildings after being told to go away. 50
lines were set and after 2 days these were
produced in deplorable writing. The culprit
was told to do the lines again, but after a
lapse of 6 days they were still not written.

As Mugliston had been warned and also
brought before the Prefects before (on June
30" 1932), it was decided that he should be
caned.

Accordingly, four strokes were
administered.

J.A. Harris, Senior Prefect
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Annual Dinner I needed his signature for something official
and he chose to deliberately make me wait. |

The Annual Dinner on 16 April 2005 was  hen missed my very infrequent bus to
attended by 88 OIld Boys and former Frieth. He mad? it clear1 that | had

teachers. The Headmaster, Mr Tim Dingle | had not been ‘humble’ enough! ,
gave an account of the school's activities. After assembly one day, he launched into a
The Guest of Honour was Mr Andrew tirade against the ‘scum from London’,
MacTavish, Old Boy, teacher and Governor P€cause it appeared that 2 such boys at the

of the RGS. His speech brought back many school has stolen something from a music
memories for Old Boys of his era. shop in Wycombe. | felt that | was in this
London category. It later transpired that they

Prior to the Dinner the AGM took place, and Were local boys and ‘Boss’, to his credit,
Old Boys were given tours of the apologised at a following assembly but he

school, highlighting the new developments. Nad been far too ready with his prejudice
Judging from comments of those who were V'€W-

there, the evening was a very enjoyable one.
From P.G.Keen

If you work or live in the London area, and
would like to meet up with fellow OWs,
please contact Martin Davidson (1990-96)
rgslondon@hotmail.com.

Many thanks for the January issue, which |
read with interest and when | got to page 11
it was like going back to only yesterday. |
well remember the occasion — the prefects’
If you would like to join the OW Club corridor which we actually went down With
please contact lan Clark, 5 Foxhill Close, ~OUr snowballs and the subsequent caning.
High Wycombe, HP13 5BL, or | was playing golf last night with an old .
ianrclarkuk@yahooco.uk. If you would like (_Srammar School coI_Ieague and after all _thls
to find out more about the OWs, our websitelime he told me he did not own up and did
is www.rgshw.com/old boys. not get caned.

Letters to the Editor From David Collins (1941-49)

Reading the Headmaster’s report in the
January 2005 issue, | was struck by the
reference to Tim Venvell and his piano
accordion. This prompted my recollection

' that in 1942 | was refused entry to the House

From Gerald Bratchell (1939-45)

| was very impressed by the article from
Andrew MacTavish in the Jan.2005 edition

pa_rtlcularly in relation to ‘Boss’ Tucker’'s Music Competition because | played the
attitude. It would certainly not be tolerated piano accordion! This was not a musical

today. instrument, claimed the teacher in charge
| was at the RGS from 1939-45 and was an (Mr G.F.Bailey). | was provoked by this to
evacuee from Hornchurch, Essex. My switch to the violin and viola which

experience was mixed, Some inspiring, SOM§,simately found me leading the School
wasteful, the latter mainly due to disruption . -hestra. Also in my sixth form years

resulting from loss of male teachers on together with my friends John Standing and

military service, although some were Ronnie Roberts, | funded the School
replaced by good female ones. There were .pomber music group, which, | believe, is

nevertheless gaps and poor teaching and fogy|| in existence. | was much encouraged in

a time we shared with Chiswick School. 1y mysical activities by Bernarr Rainbow,
Almost all my direct encounters with ‘Boss’ \,1o was the most inspiring teacher |

were to receive the cosh. Another was Whenencountered at RGS.
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Old Boys’ Notes

CANNON. G (1988-94) Glynis a
successful playwright. He recently wrote a
modern version of Sophocle&htigone
calledGonewhich was performed at the
Edinburgh Fringe in 2004. This won the
Guardians Best Play Fringe Award, the
Scotsmais Fringe First Award, and glowing
tributes in the national press. The play
transferred to the New Ambassador’'s
Theatre, London, in September — October
2004.

CHURCH. B (1977-83) Brian has been for
several years columnist for tB¢hens News
and was much involved in the coverage of
the 2004 Olympic Games.

DONALD. LC (1990-96) Luke was the top
scoring rookie in the European team which
retained the Ryder Cup in September 2004.
He won second place in the Players’
Championship in Florida in March 2005,

The Magazine of the
Old Wycombiensians’ Club

WILSON. B (1992-98) Benjamin has been
working as a researcher fislonarchy

David Starkey’s Channel 4 series.
Meanwhile, his first book, on the radical
early nineteenth century publisher William
Hone, entitledThe Laughter of Triumphas
been published by Faber.

Obituaries

Staff

DAVIES. MM (1937-79) Mervyn died on 6
March 2005 aged 91. Having graduated in
1936 from the University College of
Swansea, he joined the staff to teach
German. Returning from war service in
Military Intelligence spent mostly in the
Middle East, Mervyn played a very full part
in school life. He was an officer in the CCF
Army Section, and ran lawn tennis for many
years. He was also first Housemaster of

and third place in the US Masters in Georgialplyme from 1948 until the early 1960s.

in April He is now rated the top golfer in
Britain and 16th in the world rankings.

MUSGROVE. DJ (1986-92) David has
been appointed editor of the BBC History
magazine.

PALMER. T (1993-99) Timothy won a
£5,000 award from Bristol University for
developing a predictive text keyboard which

Mervyn became Head of German in 1960
and set up the long-running Osnabruck
exchange; subsequently he served as Head
of Careers until retirement.

Mervyn had an exceptionally long
connection with the school’s Old Boys.
From 1962 until retirement, he was
secretary of the Old Wycombiensians’ Club.
Thereafter he served as Assistant Secretary

increases the speed at which you can type omntil ailing eyesight made him relinquish the

a computer. He is currently working for
Instron Engineering, Cressex.

POWER. L (1989-95) Lawrence was
appointed principal violinist with the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra in December 2004.

REES. T (2001-03) Tom’s rugby career

post in 1998; but he remained a Vice-
President of the Club until the day he died.

EATON. MJ (1958-88) Michael died in
September 2004 aged 73. He was a pupil at
the RGS between 1942 and 1949, and went
on to take qualifications at Wycombe Art
School and Bournemouth School of Art. He

continues to flourish. He is Wasps’ opensidebegan his teaching career at Dartford

flanker and has captained the England U21.

He hopes to achieve full honours by playing
for England, as have previous OWs like
Matthew DAW SON, Nicholas
DUNCOMBE, andNicholas BEAL.

Tenth Issue: January 2006

Grammar School in 1956 before coming to
the RGS as Head of Art and Design. Under
his guidance over the next thirty years the

Art department tripled in size, and expanded
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its repertoire from pencil drawing to for a quarter of a century until 1999, initially

painting, pottery and sculpture. as a county nominee and then, in the era of
grant-maintained status, as a Foundation

Michael was an enthusiastic sportsman, Governor He also served as a Foundation

running at various stages th&adnd 29 X| Trustee until 2002.

cricket teams as well as starting up hockey at

the RGS. Following his retirement he George was a former Conservative County

pursued a successful career as an artist untiCouncillor, and as Chairman of the

the onset of Alzheimer's. Education Committee from 1977 to 1979 he
did much to protect the school’s threatened

SCOTT. H (1946-82) Bert won an status. He was also a deputy Mayor of

Exhibition to read Mathematics at St John’'s Wycombe. An active Rotarian, he regularly

College, Cambridge, from where he judged the ‘Youth Speaks’ competition.

graduated Senior Optimes in 1938. He

served throughout the war in the Royal Bovys
Artillery and on demobilization he came to
the RGS, _subsequently becoming Head of ~yapMAN. J (1991-93) Jonathan was
Mathematics. He became Housemaster qf killed on 30 July 2005 in an accident while
Fraser House in 1957 and took over King's \orking as a commercial diver in the Gulf of

House the following year; from 1964 he was \jexico. He had settled in Seattle in 2001.
Housemaster of Tucker House. For a

number of years Ben was also in charge of parv|LLE. JM (1928-34) Maurice was

the arrangements for the GCE examinationsy i at Little Kimble on % July 1917 and
o , died High Wycombe 2% July 2004. He is

He retired in 1982 on a very high note survived by two daughters and a son (who

indeed: that year the RGS won no fewer thaRtended RGS 1960-67). On leaving RGS
five Ox bridge Scholarships and Exhibitions p15,rice joined his father's business. In ’

in Mathematics. Bert died on 31 January 1939 ne joined the Army and was
2005, exactly one week short of his'88 commissioned during the war. His last Army

birthday. service was in Nigeria and he left in 1964
and returned to live in Great Kimble. He
Governors worked in financial sector until retirement

1982.
KNOX. GW George died of a stroke on 20
March 2005 aged 80. Originally from HOY. JL (1970-77) John died on 26
Edinburgh, he served in the RAF in the December 2004, along with his three
war before moving south to become an areachildren, when the Indian Ocean tidal wave
planning officer with Bucks County Council. hit the Thai resort of Khao Lak where he
His experience in planning led to him was on holiday. John was deputy head boy
becoming a senior partner at Cruickshank at the RGS, and worked as an economist for
Rhys and Jude, a Wycombe-based letting the Department for International

and professional surveyors’ company. Development. He is survived by his widow
Nimnuan.

He had a long and close connection with the

school, beginning when his sétistair WYNTER.M (1987-92) Mark died of a

brain tumour on 31 January 2005.
KNOX was a pupil here between 1958 and
1965. George served as an RGS Governor
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OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS ' SPORTING REUNIONS, AGM AND ANNUAL DINNER
Saturday 2% April 2006

From 2.30 p.m.  An opportunity to play hockey, fenor shoot and meet old friends. An
application form is on the attached sheet.

6.00 p.m. A tour of the School for those who ateriested. The bar opens.
6.30 p.m. AGM in the School Library.
7.30 p.m. Annual Dinner in the Queen’s Hall.

Our Guest of Honour i3on WYATT (1987-1991), who captained the Great Britain hgcke
side in the Sydney Olympics and played in more tt2® International matches. It is great to
welcome him to the OW Dinner.

The new Headmaster, Roy Page, whom many of youevilember as he joined the RGS
staff in 1972, will give a short talk on how théeol is doing. A number of former and
current staff will be present and we hope John IMilic the school archivist, will be present.

There will be a four-course meal, and it shoulcghery good one. A bar will be organised
by the RGS Parents’ Association and all profitd@echool projects. As in past years we are
reserving tables for those who play in the varigpsrting events in the afternoon. For
everybody else, we will try to arrange the seatmguit you. We hope that the formal part of
the evening will be over by 9.45 p.m., so thateheill be plenty of time for conversation. It
should be a really enjoyable occasion, and | hbpeytou will be able to be there.

Peter Gillard is organising a reunion of OWs whaenia the VI" Form in the year$950-52
approximately. If that applies to you, do contaetd?. His phone number is 017832343

and his email address is hoji@supanet.com. Simjl@ito Decker, who was in the VI

Form from 1948-1950, is coming across from the A hopes that he might see at the
Dinner others who knew him. If you are a membéfrénds Reunited, how about contacting
old friends that you have not perhaps seen for dome to arrange for a group to come
together? Please do make contact with your frieimdismake a special effort to come to this
occasion to show support for the School as theieadmaster takes office.

This year the cost will be £29.00. If you woulddito come, please complete the enclosed
form, and send it to lan Clark as soon as possilnlé,bySATURDAY APRIL 15" at the
very latest. You will receive the confirmation ajwyr application and the Agenda of the
AGM, but not before March 19 Please send a DL envelope with your application.

Apart from the fencing, hockey and shooting ofi’2gril, we are arranging golf, cricket and
tennis matches in the summer. Dates are giveneartblosed reply slip. If you want to
participate in any of the sporting reunions, ple&sern the reply slip. If you want further
information, please contact lan Clark on 01494 B20Gr e-mail (ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk).
We look forward to seeing you on April %2

Crispin White Chairman
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OLD WYCOMBIENSIAN L ODGE No. 6754
There is an outpost of our School which, in theryea come, could disappear.

In 1949, a number of local businessmen — old bdéyseoSchool — formed a Freemasons’
Lodge. It was consecrated under the patronage afoviiipe Lodge (one of the older Lodges
in the county), which was, likewise, perpetuateddmyal businessmen, some of whom had
been educated at the School.

The School should be proud to have a Lodge nantediafin 1955, when, as young man, |
became aware of it, | knew instinctively that | Hade part of it.

Unless your father, brother, uncle, or whoeveg Mason, you may well ask: “What is
Freemasonry?” Firstly, it is a force for good. dibves in a supreme being — God in
whatever denomination you support. It has its guagnemony — | somewhat disrespectfully
used to liken it to repertory. What | do know istlit has strengthened my life and taught me
better understanding of my fellow men, and susthmg integrity.

| remain very proud of my old School, and in myldeog years | wish to ensure the
continuance of what was created for the Schoolfackatury ago. The Lodge desperately
needs more younger members. It is not particudelpanding or expensive. It is however
extremely fulfilling.

Master Graham Philpott
Senior Warden Derrick Ardron
Junior Warden Christopher Swinhoe-Standen

Secretary Brigadier Willie Shackell CBE
Applewood
Tudor Close
Pulborough
West Sussex
RH20 2EF
Tel: 01798 875109
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THE RoyAL GRAMMAR ScHooL PLAY 2006

SOUTH PACIFIC

Wednesday 22 — Saturday 25" March 2006 in the Queen’s Hall

OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS '’ SPORTING REUNIONS 2006

Hockey, shooting and fencing:
Saturday 2% April
(before the Annual Dinner)

Golf versus the staff:
Friday 23" June at 4.00 p.m.

Cricket versus the staff:
Tuesday & July at 6.00 p.m.

Tennis and cricket versus the boys:
Wednesday 19July at 2.00 p.m.

If you would like to take part in any of these @gsgplease return the enclosed replly
slip

Butterfly Music CDs launched: Sir John Tavener at

Alan Barrett, ex-RGS, inspired both Sir John Tavener and Gipisgr
Bodman with his butterfly photographs and ideagampose new music for a
concert given in Hove in 2003 call&girit of Nature

Butterfly Dreamswvas performed at its London premiere atThgener at 6@oncert
at the Barbican and received excellent reviewsudiog “a performance of near-
perfection” from Hilary Finch iThe Timeslt was also recorded in 2004 by
Polyphony, conducted by Stephen Layton, on the Hgpdabel, number CDA67475

Butterfly Metamorphosiwas recorded in 2004 by the New Zealand pianistgiiet
Lion, before Christopher Bodman’s untimely deathe &ias worked with Anne
Bodman, Christopher’s widow, who has launched tBbea@d in keeping with
Christopher’s intention is donating £1 to Butter@gnservation for each CD sold.
See http://www.apresmidieditions.com/ for more de
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The Royal Grammar School - Whisky Club

In conjunction with Polmac (UK) Ltd., the RGS iopd to be able to offer Old

Wycombiensians the opportunity to purchase a unigliection of finest Speyside Malt and
Blended Whiskies bearing the RGS label.

Single Speyside Malt Scotch Whisk§€ode: 70SSMW)
This 70cl single malt whisky is presented in a lendood box with clear stain finish
and blue RGS logo on the lid. £24.95
An elegant and sophisticated Single Speyside Maisky highly prized for its strength of
character and individuality. Everything is in pk&to produce one of Scotland’s finest single
malt whiskies; pure spring water from the mightyr@gorm mountains, that flows through
peaty moors, to produce water that is exceptiorsdifiy and flavoursome; the finest quality
barley from the Moray Firth region and the unsurpeg distillation skills, that provide our
RGS Single Speyside Malt Whisky with its unique atyd character. Excellence is truly
worth waiting for!

Superior Choice Blended Scotch Whisk§ode: 70BSW)
This 70cl blended whisky comes in a standard tallnd, clear glass bottle with RGS label.
£13.95
A beautifully smooth and rounded Blended Scotctskylof the finest quality. Our RGS
Superior Choice, Blended Scotch Whisky is prodbgduighly skilled, Master Blenders,
using traditional whisky blending skills, to “meldbdgether the subtle flavours and character
of the finest quality single malt whiskies and graihiskies. After blending, the newly
created whisky is returned to natural oak caskddiother maturation, to ensure “a marriage
made in heaven!”

5 Miniature Whisky Gift Sef{Code: 5SMGS)
Presented in a blue stained wooden box embosshdwibld RGS logo on the lid,
this box contains two 5cl RGS Single Speyside Whlsky miniatures and three 5cl RGS
Blended Whisky miniature€£17.95 per box

10% of all sale proceeds will go to the School
100% Guarantee — Every purchase you make is 100%rgnteed
If you are dissatisfied with any purchase, simplgturn it within 30 days for a full refund

To place an order use the order form containederRGS Old Boys magazine
or go onto the RGS web sievw.rgshw.com/whisky
or contact Pippa Gamester at School (01494 551416),
e-mailpg@rgshw.com

The whiskies will be available over the bar at th®©ld Wycombiensians’ Dinner
and can be purchased or ordered on the night

Postage and Packing Chargegnot applicable if orders are collected, by an adérfom the
school)
1 item - £6.50, 2 items - £9.50, 3 items - £11.50,
4 items - £14.50, 5 items - £15.50, 6 items - £07.5
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RovyAL GRAMMAR ScHooL WHIsKY CLuB

Please complete this order form and return it to
Polmac (UK) Ltd, 3 The Briars, High Wycombe HP11 1B

No of Total
bottles Cost
|Code: 7022MW
I would like to order the following number of 70clbottles of
|IRGS SINGLE SPEYSIDE MALT WHISKY in Lindenwood Presentation Case £
with blue RGS logo @ £24.95 per bottle
|Code: 70BSW
I would like to order the following number of 70clbottles of
RGS SUPERIOR CHOICE BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY with RGS logo on £
the label @ £13.95 per bottle
|Code: 5MGS
I would like to order the following number of Gift Sets comprising
2 x 5c¢l bottles of RGS Single Speyside Malt Whiskgnd 3 x 5cl bottles of RGS £
Superior Choice Blended Scotch Whisky presented ia blue stain presentation
|pox with gold RGS logo @ £17.95 per box
If you want to collect your order from the School pease tick this box. There
will be no packing or postage charge
Total I otal Cost of
ofOB%tt‘\é% Packing
If you want us to send your order to you please addn the appropriate postage
and packing charge as detailed below: £
Il item - £6.50, 2 items - £9.50, 3 items - £11.50, 4 ite$4.50, 5 items - £15.50, 6 items - £17.50,
7+ items — please contact Polmac (UK) Ltd on 01438857
TOTAL COST OF ORDER (including P&P)
£

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other Initials Surname

Address

Daytime Tel. Evening Tel,

E-mail

CHEQUES WITH ORDER PAYABLE TO: Polmac (UK) Ltd
We aim to deliver within 14 working days of recegtyour order.
School Contact: Pippa Gamester (01494) 55141@¢@rgshw.com
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