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January 2004 
 
 
Dear Old Wycombiensian 
 
As you will have read in the last edition, Terry Williams stepped down last year as 
Editor after seven years at the helm from the magazine’s inception. I would like to 
take the opportunity to thank Terry for all his work as Editor over those seven years 
and also for his assistance and advice in putting together this edition. 
 
You will see from this edition that there have been some changes to the magazine this 
year and I would welcome your comments on the new format. 
 
It has been another successful year for the Old Wycombiensians’ Club. The 
Committee took the decision in 2003 to move the Annual Dinner to the Queen’s Hall 
and it was a thoroughly enjoyable evening with nearly 150 in attendance. The dinner 
was preceded by sporting reunions for hockey, rowing and fencing and there were 
further events for golf and cricket in the summer. These events all contribute to the 
spirit and vibrancy of the Club and I urge you to support them once again in 2004.  
 
My thanks go to every contributor and I look forward to receiving more of your letters 
in the forthcoming year. My thanks also go to Mrs Steph Russell and her colleagues in 
the School’s Resources Centre, without whose help in printing and collating, the 
production of this magazine would not be possible. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the members of the Committee and the Head Master 
for his support. 2003 has been a great year and we hope to go from strength to 
strength this year. 
 
Very best wishes for 2004. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Simon Molden (1989-95) 
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HEADMASTER ’S REPORT - JANUARY 2004 
 
Dear Old Wycombiensian, 
 
It is always a delight to report on the progress of the School and we have had a 
wonderful term so far. The joyful Arts Week and opening of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland Music Centre (by Old Boy Howard Jones) was a highlight. The Music 
Centre has seven dedicated practice rooms, two recording studios, two Music 
Technology rooms and high tech classroom suites. This wonderful facility was built 
with the money raised by parents, old boys and friends of the School. Howard Jones 
liked it so much he is coming back to give an ‘unplugged’ charity concert on 28th 
January 2004  in the  Queen’s Hall, to raise funds for  the Campaign for Excellence.
  
Remembrance Day at RGS was particularly special this year with the whole School 
gathered in the quad for a moving and emotional ceremony.  As the mist swirled, our 
pupils were very respectful and understanding of the meaning of sacrifice in the great 
wars and conflicts over the last 100 years.  
 
The winning of the Rugby World Cup has once again invigorated the boys in their 
desire to be the next Matt Dawson and 150 watched the final at School before the 1st 
XV went to play against Uppingham School (and winning all their matches!).  Matt is 
due to come to the School for his benefit dinner in February and we are working hard 
to try to get ‘Bill’ to come too; what a potential treat for the boys! 
 
Our Music and Cultural activities have had a real boost with the opening of the Music 
Centre. The Choir performed at the Wycombe Mayor’s Festival of Carols at the Swan 
and the School’s Carol Service.  Roger Montgomery, Principal Horn Player at Covent 
Garden is to visit us on 4th March for various workshops during the day and a recital 
in the evening. The joint musical with Wycombe High School this year is “Singing in 
the Rain”.   
 
Our Language College goes from strength to strength.  2003 has seen continuing 
developments both at RGS and within our family of schools in the community.  In the 
Spring we are running adult evening classes in Mandarin, Spanish, Italian, Russian 
and French (details on the website) and Year 12 students choose from either 
Mandarin, Japanese, Spanish, Italian or Malay for TAA. The website 
(www.languagesonline.org) has received national and international recognition, 
thanks to all the teachers who are continually adding to it.  Pupils from local primary 
schools are enjoying their language learning visits and we continue to deliver 
language teaching to Years 5 and 6 children.  Our main secondary links are with 
Highcrest and St. Bernard’s.   
 
In conclusion, the School is in good heart, and I hope you will support our continued 
campaign to remain excellent.  You are always welcome to come and see round the 
School, appear on touchlines and at concerts! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Tim Dingle 
Headmaster 
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A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN  

 
Dear Fellow Old Wycombiensian, 
 
Once again, a year has flown by and it is time to be thinking about our Annual Dinner.  For 
the 2003 dinner, the Club made two innovations.  The first was a series of sports events in the 
afternoon before the dinner.  These proved popular, and we are repeating a similar format this 
year.  Please do give them your support, either as a player or spectator. 
 
The second change was to make Queen’s Hall the venue for the dinner.  The comments that I 
received, both on the night and subsequently, were universally in favour of having made this 
move.  Using the Queen’s Hall means a lot more work in setting the venue up for the dinner, 
and there were inevitably some glitches in our arrangements, but we hope to avoid these this 
year.  I would like to thank all my fellow committee members for all their hard work towards 
putting on both the sports events and the dinner. 
 
Our Guest of Honour at this year’s dinner will be Mike Moffatt, who is a familiar face at the 
Annual Dinner.  Mike came to RGS in 1968 (a very good year for new arrivals) as Head of 
Geography, having previously been at RGS Lancaster.  He went on to become Deputy Head, 
following on from Sam Morgan.  Mike always takes a genuine interest in the progress of his 
former pupils and it is always a pleasure to renew acquaintance with his cheerful and relaxed 
approach to life. 
 
I am sure that many of you will, like me, have been transported back through the years while 
watching “That’ll Teach ‘Em” on Channel Four this summer.  At least one OW, to my 
knowledge, initially failed to recognise that it was filmed at RGS, until prompted.  Although 
he had spotted both of the OWs, Andrew MacTavish and Geoffrey Heath, who were on the 
“King’s School” staff. 
 
Andrew now has what must be the unique distinction of being the Head of three grammar 
schools in Wycombe: boys, girls and mixed.  However, there was one serious omission in the 
accuracy of the reconstruction of the 1950’s school, with the absence of Bog Alley.  At last 
year’s dinner Bog Alley was the subject of some debate on our table.  Are there any pictures 
in existence of it?  If you have one, whether exterior or interior, I would be grateful to learn 
of it. 
 
Finally, our thanks go to Simon Molden, who has kindly taken over as editor from Terry 
Williams.  We are also grateful for Terry for lending continued assistance to Simon in 
preparing this eighth edition, so ensuring a smooth transition.  As always, we are grateful for 
the support and hard work in its physical production given by Steph Russell and her team in 
the School Resources Centre. 
 
I hope that you will be able to join your fellow OWs at the dinner in the Queen’s Hall, and 
look forward to your continued support of the School and the Club.  In the meantime, best 
wishes for the year ahead. 
 

���������	
�
 
Danny White  (1968 – 1975) 
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5, Foxhill Close, 
High Wycombe, 

Bucks. 
HP13 5BL 

Tel: 01494 530782 
ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk 

 
SECRETARY ’S NOTES 

 
Two developments: 
 
1. In the last twelve months we have redesigned some aspects of the Old 
Wycombiensians’ website (www.rgshw.com/oldboys) in order to make it easier to 
use. On the website you will find letters from Old Boys, photographs of people and 
events over the years and a section of contact details of over 500 old boys. In addition, 
there is a school calendar giving dates of RGS concerts, plays and fixtures. You are of 
course welcome at any of them.  If you are able to visit the site, I do encourage you to 
do so and to send in your contribution. 
 
2. In this last year there were two sporting reunions and both were very enjoyable 
occasions. There are reports of these events elsewhere in the magazine and you will 
also find details of the events for this year. You are all welcome to take part in these 
events and if you would like to, please send me the reply slip, and persuade other 
OWs to do the same.   
 
Four things I would ask for your help: 
 
1. If you know an OW has moved, please check that he still receives the magazine. 
2. If you know of an OW who is not yet a member, please encourage him to join. 
3. If you did not complete and return the questionnaire that has been sent out in recent 
years, please do so this year as it enables us to keep our records up to date. A copy of 
the questionnaire is enclosed. My thanks to those who have already returned them. 
4. If you move house, I do urge you to send us your new address. 
 
If you would like to receive a copy of the school magazine, which is published in 
July, please send me a cheque for £4 (or £7 if you live abroad). If you want to buy an 
OW tie, please contact G.A. Wood, Church Street, High Wycombe.  
 
The club’s constitution was revised at the last AGM. If you would like a copy of it, 
please send me a SAE. Finally, if ever you are in the area and would like a tour of the 
school, please contact me. 
 
Please do not hesitate to write to me or email me with any suggestions. 
 
With my very best wishes, 
 
 
Ian R. Clark 
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JOTTINGS FROM THE WYCOMBIENSIAN  

 
Staff Leavers  
 
After 38 years of dedicated service to 
the school, Ian Blyth, who was Guest 
of Honour at this year’s Old 
Wycombiensian’s Dinner, retired in 
the summer of 2003. Ian first came to 
the school as a pupil in 1954 and in 
1961 he won an Exhibition in English 
to Lincoln College, Oxford. At that 
time, Ian was a prefect, Head 
Librarian, Treasurer of the Dramatic 
Society and a CSM in the CCF Army 
Section. 
In 1965, on the invitation of A.C. Hills, 
the Senior English Master, he was 
invited back to the School to teach 
English. Over the past 38 years, Ian 
has been a dedicated teacher, rowing 
coach, mastermind of the Staff Revue, 
producer of Shakespeare in the 
Queen’s Hall and Chairman of the 
Staff Common Room. Ian will be very 
much missed and we wish him a long 
and happy retirement. 
Also leaving the School in the summer 
was Colin Tattersall. Colin joined the 
staff of the RGS in 1984, having 
previously taught at Verulam School, 
St. Albans. Under Colin’s leadership, 
the RGS grew from a good rugby 
playing school in the county to one of 
the very best rugby schools in the 
country. No fewer than seven of the 
sides Colin was involved with went on 
to play at Twickenham in Daily Mail 
Cup Finals. For the past four years he 
also coached the England under 16 
side, having previously coached the 
South West and London divisions at 
this age group. 
Other members of staff to leave in 
2003 were Commander Mike Jones 
(who had been Bursar and Clerk to the 
School Governors since 1991), Mr 
Colin Howe (who established the  

 
 
School’s successful karting club), Mrs 
Mary Ames, Mr Duncan Rudge, Mr 
Adrian Bond, Mr Alex Smith, Mr 
Louis du Toit, Mrs Carmen Webb and 
Miss Jenny Ramsden. 
 
The School gained 170 university 
places in 2003, with 10 going to 
Oxford and nine to Cambridge. 
 

Societies and Activities  
 
The School continues to offer a wide 
range of societies and activities for 
pupils including the Stage Lighting 
Team, Young Enterprise and Public 
Speaking. Destinations for School trips 
this year included the USA, North 
Devon, Barcelona, Munich, 
Osnabrück, China and Morocco. 
 

Combined Cadet Force  
 
The last academic year saw Major G.T. 
Scoble take over as O.C. of the C.C.F. 
after the retirement of Lt Colonel 
Hollingworth. 
The figures remain high within the 
Corps with good numbers joining in 
Year 9. The year has been busy with 
the usual range of activities. There 
were two overnight field training 
weekends for the Army Section and 
Adventurous Training in Snowdonia, 
the Black Mountains and the Peak 
District. The RAF Section, once again, 
won the Regional Ground Training 
Competition and staged an excellent 
Junior Leadership weekend. The Navy 
Section continues to sail regularly, 
despite the loss of two Dories. There 
was also a very successful summer 
excursion on board a Clyde Fleet 
Tender in August. 
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NEWS 

 
Rugby World Cup 2003  
 
As many of you will know, Old 
Wycombiensian Matthew Dawson 
(1985-91), who made his England 
debut in 1995, was a member of the 
England team that beat Australia by 20 
points to 17 in the final of the Rugby 
World Cup in Sydney in November. 
He played in the pool games against 
Georgia and Samoa, the quarter-final 
against Wales, the semi-final against 
France and the final. In the final, he 
made the break and delivered the final 
pass for Jonny Wilkinson’s winning 
drop goal.  
 
Colin Tattersall, his coach at the RGS, 
said, “I’m very proud of him. It was a 
proud day for him, a proud day for the 
RGS and a proud day for me.” 
 

Daily Mail Cup  
 
In tribute to Nick Duncombe, who 
played in four Daily Mail Cup Finals 
for the RGS and sadly passed away in 
February 2003, the Under 15 Cup 
Competition has been renamed the 
Nick Duncombe Cup from this season. 
The RGS was one of seven schools 
seeded to the third round of this year’s 
competition. 
 

 
That’ll Teach ‘Em  
 
In August, the RGS was the setting for 
a Channel 4 series which examined 
how teaching standards have changed 
since the 1950s. A group of 30 
G.C.S.E. students were put through a 
1950s grammar school education at the 
fictitious ‘King’s School’. At the end 
of the five-week exercise, they were  
put through O Levels in English, 
History and Maths.  
 
The Headmaster of the King’s School 
was Andrew MacTavish, old 
Wycombiensian and former 
Headmaster of John Hampden 
Grammar School. The music master, 
Geoffrey Heath, is also an OW and 
former member of staff at the RGS. 
 

Antiques Day  
 
In March, the RGS hosted an Antiques 
and Collectables Valuation Day, which 
was attended by representatives of the 
London auctioneers Bonhams, as well 
as Eric Knowles, whose son attends the 
school, and Henry Sandon, an Old 
Wycombiensian, from the BBC’s 
Antiques Roadshow.  
 

Poppy Appeal  
 
Lord Lieutenant Sir Nigel Mobbs 
presented a group of RGS pupils from 
the CCF with a rose bowl after they 
raised nearly £1,500 for the Royal 
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal. 
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SPORTS NEWS 

Rugby  
 
The 1st XV was recognised as the 
School Team of the Month in April by 
Rugby World magazine on the back of 
an 11 match unbeaten run. They 
finished last season having won 15 of 
their 18 games, although they 
disappointingly lost to Campion 
School, Hornchurch in the quarter-final 
of the Daily Mail Cup.  
So far, the 2003-04 season has been 
relatively disappointing. However, the 
1st XV are into the 6th Round of the 
Daily Mail Cup and play Reading 
School for a place in the quarter-final 
in January 2004. The Under 15 XV 
was knocked out at the 5th Round stage 
by Wellington College. 
Rugby continues to thrive and the 
School now fields 17 XVs from 1st XV 
down to under 12s.  
 

Hockey  
 
Boys wishing to play Hockey are 
regularly growing in numbers. In Year 
8 (2nd Form) there are over 80 boys 
participating each games lesson and 
regular fitness sessions take place at 
lunchtimes in years 9 to 13 (3rd Form 
to Upper Sixth). 
 
The School fields six XIs from Under 
13 to 1st XI. We continue to have a 
number of boys who represent the 
county, and a growing number are now 
participating in club hockey. 
 

Cricket  
 
The RGS is the only state school from 
England ever to have been invited to 
The Sir Garfield Sobers International 
Schools Festival in Barbados.  Along 
with four Independent Schools from  

 
 
the UK we entered this year’s 
tournament. 24 schools were split into  
four pools of six with the top two from 
each pool qualifying for a place in the 
quarter finals.  RGS won three of their 
five pool matches to finish second (the 
highest ranking of the UK schools) and 
were drawn to play Dominica. 
Unfortunately, they won the match 
against RGS and went on to win the 
final of the competition held at the 
Kensington Oval in Bridgetown.  
The top players from the West Indies 
teams were selected to play a Festival 
match against the best players from the 
Rest of the World.  Seven RGS players 
(James Anderson, Oliver Clark, James 
Clark, James Cousins, Ramzan 
Ghafoor, Nick Robinson and John 
Stevens) had the honour of selection 
for this game.  James Anderson won 
best bowler and Nick Robinson won 
best batsman.  The high profile of this 
tournament was very clearly shown by 
the presence of many of the great West 
Indies cricketers:  Sir Garfield Sobers, 
Sir Everton Weekes, Gordon 
Greenidge, Desmond Haynes and Joel 
Garner. 
 

Rowing  
 
The Rowing Club has welcomed Geoff 
Baker (OW) as its new coach and 
continues to flourish with plenty of 
success in the Summer Regattas.  
 

Fencing  
 
Our congratulations go to Paul Dazeley 
(11B) who was selected to represent 
Great Britain in Bonn, Germany in 
November.  
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SPORTING REUNIONS 

 
Last year for the first time, the OW Club arranged a number of sporting reunions for 
the afternoon before the Annual Dinner. There was the opportunity for OWs to take 
part in either fencing in the Sports Hall, rowing on the River Thames or hockey at 
Bisham Abbey. Unfortunately, it proved impossible to stage a rugby match as the 
season was still in progress and players were required by their clubs. 
 
All who participated in the other activities enjoyed themselves and most indicated that 
they would hope to be back next year. David Stone, who organised the hockey, 
reported that the final score in a well-contested game was 7-6, with the winning goal 
coming in the last minute. The OWs who played were Jon Axworthy, Robert King, 
Levon Litster, Mohammad Aumran Tahir, Tim Townley, Murad Vassib, David 
Willmot, Sajid Ali Zaib, Arif Amin, Dan Anderson, Scott Ashdown, Daniel Grant, 
Simon Grant, Justin Hall, Tim Jarrett, Brendan McNally, Simon Molden, Roy Page, 
Dave Peterson, and Michael Spragg. John Roebuck, who organised the fencing, 
thought that too went very well. Four rowers rowed on the Thames for two hours. 
 
On July 16th, we had the third annual Old Boys’ cricket match, featuring a match 
between an RGS XI and an Old Wycombiensians’ XI for the Duncan Moore 
Memorial Trophy, and a golf match between the OWs and the staff. After both 
matches, the teams enjoyed a splendid barbecue at the school, thanks to the efforts of 
Nigel Allfrey, a father of two RGS boys. Those OWs playing golf were Martin 
Priestley, John Anderson, David Merriman, Paul Dolphin, Charles Lloyd, and Mark 
Forrester. The OWs playing cricket included among others Bobby Dix (captain) 
Matthew Honeyben, Dan Grant, Jason de Gelas, Dave Tang. The staff beat the OWs 
at golf, while the OWs won the cricket, thanks to a maiden hundred by Bobby Dix.  
 
We are planning the sporting reunions again this year, and would like to see more 
OWs participating in more activities.  
 
This then is your chance. If you would like to take part in one of the sporting 
activities we are planning on the afternoon of 24th April, and at this stage it is rugby, 
hockey, fencing, and rowing, do please complete the reply slip that is included with 
this letter. If you would like to add another activity, such as shooting, badminton, 
chess or bridge, please write this down on the reply slip. Obviously which activities 
are run will depend on the response, so do contact your friends and come along with 
them for the activities in the afternoon, and plan to come on to the Dinner to meet 
more friends later. 
 
Similarly, if you would like to play cricket, golf or tennis on the 14th July, complete 
the reply slip. 
 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR REPLY SLIP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
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MEMORIES OF THE ROYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL O.T.C., 708 SQUADRON 

AIR TRAINING CORPS AND 126 A.T.C. GLIDING SCHOOL (BOOKER) 
 

The following article was kindly provided by John Bunce (1936-1942). He was 
assisted by John Everitt, who provided some of the photographs, and Bill Mercy. 
 
Prior to WWII, Military training at RGS was with the O.T.C. (Army). The older lads 
were issued with old style WWI uniforms with the distinctive “Putties” (Gaiters) and 
rifle drill was with the Lee Enfield .303, with the firing pin removed! The Annual 
Manoeuvers were great fun, the drum and bugle band led the parade down Green Hill 
into Hughenden Park. 
  
At the start of WWII, the Air Ministry created the Air Training Corps to prepare 
young lads for RAF Service (aircrew and ground personnel). RGS 708 Squadron was 
born with F/LT Bicknell as C.O. and soon became very popular, many transferring 
from the O.T.C. 
  
A fuselage and engine from an old Hawker Hart bi-plane was supplied for ground 
crew instruction. Classes were given in Administration, Aerodynamics, Navigation, 
etc and of course lots of drill time using the old Lee Enfields. 
  
Flying experience was provided by R.A.F. Booker, and then a Flying Training 
School. Flying in the D.H. Tiger Moth (open cockpit bi-plane) was a great thrill. At 
this time, Booker was training Army Glider Pilots who soloed on the Tiger Moth 
before going on to Glider Training. (Ken Jubb eventually Glider Pilots Regiment). 
The Squadron took part in many parades through Wycombe together with other 
organizations, armed services, cadets, Fire Services, AR.P., scouts, guides, etc These 
parades were to boost “National Savings” and “Wings for Victory” campaigns, etc. 
The rifle drill team gave demonstrations and perfected a drill routine without 
commands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Names: S.G. Peasley; Dennis C Saunders; J. (Chaddle)Wright; Ken Jubb; E.J. Chipps 
(Chippy); Peter McQueen; G.W. Rodgers, G. Catling (Puss); John Bunce; O.I. Price; 
D.A. Ginger; V.F. Woodwards; G.M. Cooper; J.A. Lucker; R.G. Rendell; Roy 
Stewart (in command of team).  
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Summer Camps at R.A.F. Stations, mostly in East Anglia, were enjoyed by many of 
us and there were flights in various types of aircraft.  
 
After leaving school many cadets remained in the school squadron, attending classes 
two evenings per week. We were very grateful to the Officers/Teachers who gave 
their precious time. We were also allowed use of the gymnasium where we played 
some very rough games. Our C.O. at this time was F/LT T.H. Price (chemistry 
master).  
 

 
Names: R. Huntley; G.M. 
Cooper; E.J. Chipps; G. 
Catling (Puss); S.W. 
Boreham; D.A. Ginger; 
V.F. Woodwards; G.R. 
Bowler; J. Wright 
(Chaddle); J.A. Bartlett;  
D.W. Tanner; G.W. 
Rodgers; John Bunce; John 
Everitt. 

 
 
During this period many volunteered for service in the R.A.F. Those accepted for 
Aircrew training (Pilot, Navigator, Bomb Aimer) were placed on “deferred service” 
awaiting call-up and could wear a white flash addition to the front of the A.T.C. 
Uniform forage cap (see photograph below). 
 
 

 
Names: G.M. Cooper; S.W. 
Boreham; G.R. Bowler; E.J. 
Chipps; D.A. Ginger; V.F. 
Woodwards; J.A. Bartlett; 
John Bunce; G. Catling; J. 
Wright; H. Fursman; F/LT 
T.H. Price. 
 
 

 
 
In 1944, the Squadron was visited by Major B.C. Reed, (U.S. 8th Air Force), a 
veteran of many missions in B-17s and he gave a first hand description of daylight 
bombing operations. He was then the C.O. of the U.S. Communications Flight at 
Bovingdon. They flew many different types of U.S. Aircraft from Piper Cubs to B-17s 
and B-24s. He invited several members of 708 for flights with him and arranged 
transport from 8th Air Force H.Q. in Wycombe to Bovingdon. Included in this 
wonderful free flying were John Everitt, Ernie Chipps, George Rodgers and John 
Bunce. Eventually we were able to go to Bovingdon and fly with any local flights 
available. 
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After doing our two years National Service, we all went our separate ways. As old 
708 Squadron members, we are pleased to read in the OB Magazine that the spirit of 
our old Squadron continues in the RAF Section of the CCF. 
 

126 GLIDING SCHOOL (BOOKER) 
 

In 1943, the A.T.C. 126 Gliding School started operations at RAF Booker. In 
command was F/LT Bunn. Many 708 cadets and cadets from other A.T.C. Squadrons 
enjoyed flight training. There were no two-seater gliders available in those days, so it 
was “solo” from the start! The Dagling Primary Glider was completely open with the 
seat and controls out in front. The first step was “ground slides”. Pulled across the 
airfield by a wire cable from a converted barrage balloon winch. The winch driver 
controlled the speed and the pupil learned to keep the wings level by left and right 
movement of the control column. Next step was the “airborne slide” when the winch 
driver increased the speed to lift the glider to three to six feet and then gradually 
slowed down until the glider landed. Next were low hops, each one a little higher, also 
controlled by the winch, and then low hops with cable release, and this is where the 
pupil was on his own for the landing. After a few good landings were made, the next 
step was a big one, as the glider used for “High Hops” was the Kirby Cadet which 
looked more like an aircraft with an enclosed fuselage but no windscreen. It was 
always stressed to pupils that airflow over the face was essential in avoiding the 
dreaded stall and spin. 
 
After more high hops and a satisfied instructor, a quick climb to 250 feet (approx) and 
cable release, a flight of 30 seconds, was rewarded with the British Gliding 
Association Certificate ‘A’. After many more H/Hs the most experienced pupils now 
proficient in R and L turns were ready for the BGA Certificate ‘B’, which required 
two 45 second flights with ‘S’ turns and one 60 second circuit of the airfield. 
  
The drop-out rate was quite high, mainly because it was a very slow process. There 
was much waiting around for your turn to fly, and the weather was not always 
suitable. However, the big plus for patience was the opportunity to drive the several 
vehicles used for towing the gliders and retrieving the cable after every launch: an old 
Armstrong-Sidley; an Austin 10 (with the fierce Austin clutch); a Wolseley; and 
several “Beaverettes”, small armoured vehicles with the top armour cut off. After a 
thorough check the most capable ones were allowed to do these very responsible 
duties. Many learned to drive before the legal age, but of course just on the airfield! 
  
There were a few minor accidents or injuries. Heavy landings were the main cause. 
One memorable one was Cadet John Everett who made what looked like a perfect 
landing but he was still ten feet above the ground. The impact of the Dagling broke 
the Ianding wires and both wings fell to the ground. John was fine. He continued to 
become an A.T.C. Instructor, then a professional instructor at several civilian clubs 
and ultimately National Gliding Coach, where he instructed instructors! He flew the 
Duke of Edinburgh at an event at Lasham in the 1960s.  
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Attaining BGA ‘A’ and ‘B’ certificates was the normal end of the A.T.C. course. 
However, some were kept on as Staff Cadets, and some eventually to become 
instructors. In 1947, the two-seater T-21 gradually came into general use for flying 
instruction, which eliminated the time consuming solo system. The T-21 was capable 
of "Thermal Soaring” and the instructing staff were soon adept in circling in the 
column of rising air, often gaining several thousand feet. Also in 1947, Dave Tanner, 
John Everitt, Henry Fursman and Bill Mercy qualified for the BGA ‘C’ which 
required a flight of fifteen minutes duration. They did this at Sutton Bank Gliding 
Club, using the hill site there with the wind deflected upward from the hill. Bill Mercy 
continued his flying to achieve his ‘Silver C’ for altitude, height and distance. His 
distance was from London G.C. Dunstable almost to Southend. 
  
126 A.T.C. Gliding School continued operations into the 1950s. At Booker, a runway 
was built and private gliding commenced using aero-tows. The sky above Booker 
continues to attract beautiful quiet aircraft, now called “sailplanes”, and we remain 
with our memories of good times past.  
 

 
 

 
 
126 Glider School  
 
F/LT R Edmonds; John 
Bunce; John Everitt; 
Dave Tanner; Henry 
Fursman.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ROYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL MUSIC SOCIETY  

 
Details of all Music Society events are available on the School 

website (www.rgshw.com).  
Alternatively, you can contact the School’s Resources Centre for 

details and tickets. 
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MEMORIES OF THE ROYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

 
 
1st XV – 1961-62 
 
The following photograph was sent in by Mr R.G. Saunders (1955-62). 
 
Back Row: G.M. Seale; D.W. Collins; D.G. Horley;  M.J. Mason; D.G. Harris; 

Hickman; C.F. Pass. 
 
Front: I.M. MacWhinnie; C.S. Griffiths; C.R. Packman; R.W. Harding 

(Captain);  M.F. Forrester; R.A. Fretwell; R.G. Saunders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WYCOMBIENSIAN  
 

Copies of the Wycombiensian, which is published in July each 
year, are available from the Secretary. If you would like a 

copy, please send a cheque for £4 (or £7 if you live abroad) to: 
 

Ian Clark 
5, Foxhill Close 
High Wycombe 

Bucks, HP13 5BL 
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The original Royal Grammar School at Easton Street, circa 1875  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new Royal Grammar School at Easton Street, circa 1890 
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File Past  
  
From the Wycombiensian of 1923 
 
For the first time for very many years, the 
School was closed for eight days this term 
owing to a mild outbreak of scarlet fever 
The drastic action of closing the School 
proved completely effective, and apart from 
the original case, there were no other cases 
among the day boys. The boarders were not 
so fortunate, and eight cases in all were 
removed to the Isolation Hospital at Booker.  
Mr CW Raffety has added to his many 
generous gifts to the School by establishing 
a fund for an essay competition, with a view 
to encouraging the qualities of citizenship in 
the rising generation. He has invested a sum 
of money, to be administered by the Head 
Master of the Royal Grammar School and 
the Head Mistress of the County High 
School for Girls, as joint trustees, the 
interest from which is to provide a prize to 
be competed for, in alternate years, by the 
boys or girls of the two Schools. The prize is 
to be awarded ‘to the boy or girl who writes 
the best essay on some subject connected 
with the past history or future development 
of High Wycombe and the district thereof.’ 
The Fund is to be known as the Raffety 
Prize Fund. We wish to express our gratitude 
to Mr Raffety for his further proof of his 
interest in the cause of education in his 
native town. 
 
From the Wycombiensian of 1945  
 
SUPREME COURT IN THE LIBRARY.   
An Old-Time Prefects’ Meeting.  
 
Once the tables have been re-arranged on a 
Friday afternoon, and the home of the sixth 
form has been transformed from play-room 
to courtroom, an air of dignity permeates the 
place. Books are picked up from odd corners 
where they have been thrown and are 
stacked on to the nearest shelf. Caps and 
football shirts are handed down from 
cornices and lampshades and are hastily 
hidden. Facetious notices are removed from  

 
 
bookcase ends, and all windows are 
carefully closed at the bottom. Prefects 
break off games of twopenny-ha’penny 
football, check themselves at the height of 
some intriguing conversation, quickly 
swallow the remains of half a dozen buns, or 
tear themselves away with the greatest 
reluctance from some absorbing problem of 
the higher mathematics.  
Duty calls. Justice, not blindfold, and with 
curly black hair, carrying not scales, but a 
sceptre of cane, commands ‘All non-prefects 
outside! Buck up and take your seats, 
gentlemen!’ and the prefects, instantly 
magistrates with faces full of frozen gravity, 
cram into the chairs around the three-sided 
square. Someone says, ‘hope we’ve got a lot 
of victims!’ and the spectacle of impartiality 
is complete.  
Hats off, strangers! The court of Prefects is 
in session. 
 
From the Wycombiensian of 1962 
 
One is never quite certain how to consider 
the School's ever growing numbers, which 
are bringing with them a few minor 
problems. In a large community some effort 
must be made to preserve a kind of spirit, 
otherwise the members will slide into 
apathy. A system which works well in the 
traditional Public Schools is regarded with 
apathy here: increasing the number of 
Houses three years ago has solved no 
problem, because any temporary gain has 
been swept away by the 13% increase in the 
School’s numbers. The Houses are too large 
for there to be any House ‘feeling’ here, and 
nothing is done to encourage it. House 
meetings are so infrequent as to be 
considered a curiosity, and the inclusion of 
certain events in the House Championship 
make it farcical, for instance Chess, 
Badminton, Fives and Shooting: two of 
these are cliques (and almost impenetrable 
ones at that), one is little played as a regular 
School game, and Chess can hardly be 
thought of as a sport. 
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The Best Days of your life  
 

From the Minutes of RGS Prefects’ 
Meetings, 1931-33: 

 
Meeting held on Monday, March 23rd 
1931 
 
The Senior Prefect and 11 other Prefects 
were present. 
 
Mallot and Turner (i) were brought up for 
misbehaviour on the school field while 
attending the Old Boys’ Rugby Match on 
Saturday March 21st. 
 
A good deal of pushing and general ragging 
took place while boys were waiting to have 
their names taken. As these two appeared to 
be taking more than their share in the 
pushing, they were summoned before the 
prefects, to be an example to others. 
 
No defence was offered, and four strokes 
were given in each case. 
 
Meeting held on Tuesday, June 20th 1933 
 
The Senior Prefect and nine other Prefects 
were present. 
 
Jones (iv) was brought before the Prefects 
by C.C. Cradwick. On Saturday, June 10th, 
Jones was given a warning about eating in  
his form room and making a noise and he  

 
 
was told to report to the Prefect after 
morning school that day. He did not report 
to Cradwick. He evaded Cradwick for a few 
days and he was given 50 lines to do. After 
five days these were not done and so 30 
extra lines were given. After four more days 
the wrong lines were produced, which 
incidentally had not been done by Jones. 
Several other Prefects stated that they had  
had trouble with the boy, so he was severely 
reprimanded and three strokes were 
administered. 
 
 
Meeting held on Thursday,October 
19th1933 
 
Thirteen Prefects were present. 
 
Cole was summoned by P.F. Ray, who had 
given Cole lines for talking after prayers 
though he had been frequently warned. 
Cole, though in Form VUB had childishly 
incorporated in the lines several phrases 
defamatory to Ray as well as missing out 
much of the original passage. The Prefects 
considered that the insults to Ray were 
insults to the Prefects as a body and decided 
that four strokes should be administered. 
 
During the course of the punishment, Cole’s 
demeanour warranted a further two strokes 
making a total of six.

 
 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE RGS 
 

At the start of the summer term, Tempus Publishing brought out a 
new, pictorial history of the RGS in its Images of England series. 

This shows the story of the RGS in prints and photographs, most of 
which have not been published before, from its foundation in the 

16th century to the achievements of the new millennium. 
 

Copies bought through the school can be purchased for £8.50, 
which is at a discount to the publisher's price of £11.99. If 

interested, please contact the Resources Centre 
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Annual General Meeting  
 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Club took place on Saturday 12 April 
in the school library. 28 Old Boys were 
present. The accounts were presented 
to the meeting and were approved. 
Two members of the Committee, 
David Merriman and Ralph Miller, 
were standing down, and the 
Committee would seek to fill those 
vacancies. In response to some 
questions, it was reported that there 
had been a pleasing increase in 
membership, and in contact with OWs 
through the OW website. 
 
After the AGM, an EGM was held to 
approve the new Constitution. There 
were some major changes, but it was 
felt that the old constitution needed to 
be brought up-to-date in a few areas. 
The new Constitution was approved 
unanimously. Those present adjourned 
to the Queen’s Hall for the Annual 
Dinner. 
 
Prior to the Dinner, senior boys of the 
school gave a conducted tour to about 
30 Old Boys, pointing out changes and 
additions that have taken place over the 
past few years. 
 

Annual Dinner  
 
The Annual Dinner was attended by 
115 Old Boys, 19 teachers (both past 
and present) and seven senior boys. 
There was a most pleasing increase in 
the number of Old Boys, particularly in 
the number of more recent Old Boys, 
and it is hoped that this trend will 
continue. 
 
Before the dinner, the Headmaster, Mr 
T.T. Dingle, gave a brief review of the 
School’s achievements over the past 
year and his hopes for the future. The 
Guest of Honour was Ian Blyth, who  

 
 
had been a boy at the RGS in the 1950s 
and had taught at the school for 38 
years. David Merriman proposed the 
toast to Ian, and Ian replied with some 
highly entertaining reminiscences of 
his time at the school. 
On the afternoon of the Dinner, there 
were a number of sporting reunions 
and a report of these can be found 
elsewhere in the magazine. 
 

Letters to the Editor  
 
From Rodney Saunders (1955-62) 
Alderley Edge, Cheshire 
 
The photograph of myself in the under 
13 team [in the 2003 edition of the 
magazine] rolled back the years. As I 
recall, we were quite successful, with 
Phil Clark, the Captain and ‘star’, and 
Don Collins providing the weight. 
 
The team was: 
 
Rear: A.J. Tuffs; Hope; ?; N. 
Hailstones; J. Snowden; R.G. 
Saunders; ?. 
 
Middle: J. Davies; ?; R. Caspbeard (?); 
P.J. Clark; D. Collins; P. Davies: 
Layton. 
 
Front : Cronin; G. Dorset; M. Holland; 
R.W. Harding. 
 
Hopefully, someone can fill in the 
blanks. 
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Old Boys’ Notes  
 
COLLARD. D  (1943-49) Dudley was 
present on the final VIP flight of Air 
France’s fourth Concorde from Paris 
Charles de Gaulle airport to Toulouse 
on June 27th 2003. Dudley was the 
Chief Lead Aerodynamicist in the 
original design team. He went to be a 
leader of other design teams on the 
Airbus and Hermes Space Shuttle. 
From 1989, he was Director of Studies 
on the Alliance, the proposed successor 
to Concorde. He retired in 1992.   
 
COPE. C (1982-88) Christopher is 
still Political Editor of Warship World, 
and criticized the government’s 
planned cuts to the Royal Navy’s 
frigate force in a latter to the Daily 
Telegraph on 14 October 2002. 
 
HOLLINGWORTH. R (1953-60) 
Roger was awarded an MBE in the 
Queen’s New Year’s Honours (2003) 
in appreciation of his dedicated 
services to the Combined Cadet 
movement. 
 
LOUTTIT. J  (1992-98) James spent 
part of last year in Borneo working on 
a conservation project run by 
Trekforce on behalf of the Royal 
Society’s South East Asian Rainforest 
research programme. This aims to 
regenerate the jungle by planting 
thousands of seedlings. 
 
MERRYWEATHER. E   (1972-77) 
Edward is now working at the Abbey 
National as a technical support 
programmer on a variety of hardware 
and software and in several different 
computer languages. He is married 
with one daughter who has just started 
at a grammar school in Aylesbury, and 
in his spare time he plays the guitar 
badly, hikes and researches his family 
history. He also occasionally goes with 
his brother, also ex-RGS, to watch  

 
 
Leicester Tigers, but his allegiance is 
with Wycombe in the round ball game! 
He is in regular contact with Simon 
Hill. 
 
NIXON. P (1988–91) Peter still lives 
in Johannesburg, South Africa and is 
now a qualified Chartered Accountant, 
currently working in the Internal Audit 
Department of Standard Bank, a large 
South African bank. Most of his work 
is around IT auditing and treasury 
systems. He has however decided that  
 
Accountants are boring, and he is also 
studying part-time. His majors will 
probably be International Relations and 
Economics (with some politics and 
sociology thrown in). He is still single 
but living the good life and would love 
to hear from anyone in his year. 
 
TROWBRIDGE. AV  (1940-45) 
Antony has lived in South Africa since 
1958, having spent the previous ten 
years in S. Rhodesia. He recalls his 
time as a boarder during the Second 
World War, under the watchful eye of 
‘Hosh’ Johnson, and was a member of 
a very active RGS scout group. He has 
been greatly involved in community 
development, information and financial 
service co-operatives, as well as 
specialist building projects and housing 
developments. 
 
WEST. A (1966-73) After graduating 
in law from Southampton University, 
Andrew practised as a solicitor in that 
city and then studied at the University 
of Aix-en-Provence. He became a 
Lecturer in Comparative Law, and is 
now at the University of Wales, 
Swansea, specialising in the French 
Legal System. He is also a part-time 
lay preacher, and is working towards a 
Theology degree in his spare time. He 
is married to Claire, a midwife, and  
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they have a young daughter called 
Cathy. He keeps fit by cycling and 
playing tennis. 
 

Obituaries  
 

Staff  
 
EVERETT. R (1982-2002) Russel 
came to the RGS from Zimbabwe, 
where he had risen to be Deputy Head 
of Chaplin School, Gwelo. Initially 
teaching mathematics and physics, he 
created the electronics department in 
1986 and ran it until his retirement. On 
the pastoral side, he served as a Form 
Master in the 3rd, 4th and 5th Years 
(Years 9 to 11). For many years he was 
in charge of the sound and lighting 
systems in the Queen’s Hall, doing 
much to upgrade the equipment and 
raising it to those standards of 
excellence which did so much to 
enhance the School’s musical and 
dramatic productions. 
Russel was a valued colleague. 
Dedicated, well-organized and 
cheerful, he had firm opinions and was 
forthright in their expression. As a 
teacher he expected the highest of 
standards from his pupils and usually 
got them, as his final batch of 
examination results showed. 
Tragically, he was struck by cancer 
within weeks of retiring and died on 1 
May 2003. He is survived by his wife, 
Gillian, and their three children. 
 

Boys  
 
DUNCOMBE. N (1994-200) Nicholas 
was one of the RGS’s star rugby 
players, with a promising international 
career ahead of him. He captained the 
1st XV, subsequently played for 
Harlequins, and was twice capped by 
England as the team’s youngest scrum- 

 
half for 71 years. He showed great 
courage in returning to the game after  
 
covering from a broken neck three 
years ago. Nicholas died suddenly in 
February 2003 while on a warm-
weather training session in Lanzarote. 
 
PEDDER. IM Air Marshall Sir Ian 
Pedder, KCB, OBE, DFC was born on 
May 2 1926 and was at the School in 
the late 1930s and early 1940s and 
went up to Queen’s College, Oxford in 
1943. In 1944, he was commissioned 
in the RAF and was sent out to the Far 
East. He did not return to Oxford in 
1945 and went on to an action-packed 
career on operations in many 
international post-war flashpoints, as 
Britain – and other nations – withdrew 
from their colonial empires. After the 
RAF, he successfully switched to air 
traffic management and was Controller 
of the National Air Traffic Services 
from 1981 to 1985. He died on 
December 4 2002 and an obituary 
appeared in The Times on 20 
December 2002. 
 
RAY. GW (1917-22) George was born 
in May 1905 and during his lifetime 
saw High Wycombe change from a 
market town with a world-renowned 
furniture industry, to the typical 
‘developed’ township of today. At 
school, he was captain of cricket and 
soccer and was cross country 
champion. All his post-school career 
was spent in the furniture trade and he 
was 70 years with the well-known firm 
of Ercol, becoming director and 
company secretary, and only retiring in 
1990. He was for 40 years a Liveryman 
of the Worshipful Company of 
Furniture Makers, and served as 
national president of the Furniture 
Trades’ Benevolent Association in 
1989-90. He retained a long and close 
association with the School and was a  
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Foundation Governor for many years, 
retiring in 1998. 
 
TIMPSON. NG (1935-40) Norman 
Gerald, always known as ‘Nobby’, 
spent most of his working life with the 
planning department of Wycombe 
District Council. After leaving the 
School, he had jobs at Broom and 
Wade and Ernest Turners, before 
signing for service with the Fleet Air 
Arm during the war. 
Nobby was born in Great Kingshill in 
1924, and lived most of his life in the 
village. His love of cricket was 
legendary and when the Wycombe 
Cricket League was re-formed after the 
war, Nobby led the Great Kingshill 
team from the Third Division to the 
First Division, which they won in 
1951, 1952 and 1957. He also played  

 
in the championship side of 1963 and 
captained the side which won the 
knock-out cup in 1966. He served on 
the Wycombe League Cricket Council 
for several years. 
After taking a leading role in building 
the village cricket ground pavilion in 
1957, he was active in the extension of 
the building in the 1990s. He was 
elected President of the club in 1988 
and held this position until his death in 
June 2003. 
Nobby was truly a ‘Chiltern man’ and 
his knowledge of local matters and the 
countryside around the High Wycombe 
area could not be bettered. He wrote 
many light-hearted articles for the 
village magazine, kept meticulous 
records of interesting facts and was one 
of those rare country gentlemen. He 
will be sadly missed by family and 
friends. 

 
 

 
 

OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS ’  ANNUAL DINNER 2004 
 

To be held in the Queen’s Hall  
on Saturday 24th April 2004 

 
Please send in your booking form  

as soon as possible 
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ROYAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL PARENTS’  ASSOCIATION  
 
The Parents’ Association continues to be very active and raises around £20,000 a 
year. The funds raised are used to provide a variety of items and equipment for the 
boys and staff. During the past two years, PA funds have provided new kitchen 
equipment to the Queen’s Hall. As well as being used for PA functions, the kitchen is 
also hired out to other RGS societies and outside companies for their fund raising 
events. The PA has also provided new lighting for the Queen’s Hall, a photo ID 
machine for the boys’ smartcards, a digital camera for school use, new hymnbooks 
and water fountains.  
 
We are currently saving for a minibus, which we hope to be able to buy in the near 
future. The money is raised through various events, starting with a social evening for 
parents of new boys in September. This is followed by the Autumn Ball, Christmas 
Party, the very popular Quiz Night and usually one other event. This year, we held an 
Antiques Valuation Day, which was a great success. We also offer help at the Carol 
Service and the annual school prize giving. 

 
 

 
 

OLD WYCOMBIENSIAN LODGE NO. 6754 
 

Our Masonic Lodge of Old Boys was founded in 1949 and is still going strong. 
 
All applicants can be assured of a friendly and enthusiastic welcome. All Old Boys 
are eligible for membership, as are current or former members of the teaching staff 
(and their fathers, sons and brothers) from the age of 21. Freemasons who are not yet 
members of the Old Wycombiensian Lodge and wish to join the Lodge will also be 
welcomed. 
 
Enquiries about the Old Wycombiensian Lodge, and in particular about membership, 
should be directed to the Lodge Secretary: 
 

Christopher Swinhoe-Standen 
32, Trees Road 

Hughenden Valley 
High Wycombe 

Buckinghamshire 
HP14 4PW 

 
Tel: 01932 814396 

E-mail: cdsss@waitrose.com 
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OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS ’  LONDON GATHERING  
 

JUNE 2004 
 

An informal get-together in London is being planned to allow OWs to catch up with 
old friends and the latest news from school. 

 
The date is to be confirmed, but is likely to be towards the end of June 2004. 

 
Anyone interested in attending should contact Martin Davidson (1990-96) at: 

 
E-mail: rgslondon@hotmail.com 

Mobile: 07989 744832 
Address: 32, Lavender Sweep, Battersea, London, SW11 1HA 

 
Please visit the RGS website for further details – www.rgshw.com/oldboys/index.htm 

 

 
 

ANNUAL DINNER 2004 – MUSIC EVENT  
 

On the afternoon of the Annual Dinner, there will be a music reunion for Old 
Wycombiensians in the School’s new Music Department. 

 
If you are interested in taking part in this event, please indicate so on your Annual 

Dinner reply slip or alternatively e-mail Ian Clark (ianrclarkuk@yahoo.co.uk). 
 
 

 
SPORTING REUNIONS 

 
Not included on the reply-slip for the Sporting Reunions were a number of activities 

in which OWs have expressed an interest in the past: 
  

SHOOTING, CHESS, BADMINTON, BRIDGE, CROSS-COUNTRY, 
BASKETBALL.  

 
So, if you are interested in being involved in one of these activities, please put it down 

on the reply-slip and contact any OW friends with similar interests.  
 

If there is sufficient demand for any of them, we will see if a reunion can be arranged 
for either 24th April or 14th July. 

 


