
 

DEVELOPMENT NEWSLETTER ISSUE 2 

Letter from the Director of Development 

Many thanks go to all those who attended the wide variety of events held at the school recently.  Summer 
Term brings with it many varied opportunities for staff to meet parents and friends of the school and I was 
particularly pleased to meet so many of our supporters at the Campaign Garden Party on Wednesday 7 
July.  It was an honour to meet so many of those who have, over the past few years, given their time, 
thoughts and generous donations to our vision of the school’s future.    

Visions tend to grow over time, to reflect the changing society in which we live.  Those who have            
supported the Campaign for some years will have seen our plans evolve through many stages to those 
that we showcased at the Garden Party.  More modest perhaps, than our initial blue-sky intentions, the 
architect’s plans nevertheless reflect the current needs and requirements of our boys and staff.  It is not 
without significant planning and forethought from all levels within the school community that we have 
now reached a point where we can put a spade in the ground and physically provide the first stage of 
what we have promised to build.  Our projected start date for building works for Phase I (Maths and Sixth 
Form) is 27 September 2010. 

Good quality buildings in working order are crucial not only to the boys who use them but also to the 
teachers that lead the classes and our wide mix of after-hours classes on site.  We want our school      
community to continue to develop a love of learning and having buildings fit for purpose is a key element 
in encouraging this.  

Our Campaign balance currently stands at £1.1 million in pledges and £440,000 in banked funds.  We are 
grateful for all support we receive—if you would like to find out more about donating to the  Campaign, 
please fill in the response form at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Isabella Eastham                                                                                                                                                           
Director of Development 
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Shaping Our Destiny: Campaign Update 
 
The Campaign Board is delighted to announce that earlier in the Term, Project Design Architects were  
officially appointed to oversee the plans and construction work for the Campaign buildings and that  
subject to building permission, work on the Maths Block, to include a Sixth Form study suite, will           
commence with the aim of completion by early next term.  PD Architects are a local firm based in High  
Wycombe and have in depth experience of working with schools, having previously designed for clients 
such as Dr Challoner’s Grammar School and Beaconsfield High School. 
 
Although initial plans suggested that it would be best to proceed with the building work of the gymnasium 
and changing facilities as a first priority, with banked funds amounting to  £440,000, the new plans allow 
us to meet two out of the three Campaign building objectives with the capital received by building the 
Maths Block and Sixth Form centre first.  If you work in a local (or national) business and think your     
company could sponsor one of the newly built sixth form suites, please contact the Director of  
Development for further details via email (ime@rgshw.com). 
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Old Boys’ Annual Dinner, Saturday 8 May 2010 
 
Held in the Queen’s Hall and attended by 64 Old Boys, six teachers including former Classics teacher and 
Guest of Honour Ian Wilson, the current Head Boy, Julien Morlet and five World Challenge boys, the  
Annual Dinner was the perfect setting for old and new Boys alike to reminisce about their time at the RGS, 
as well as marvel at its changes and successes. 
 

The evening began with a drink in the bar and a nostalgic tour of the 
School for those wishing to see how the site compared with their 
time as an RGS Boy; for two alumni in particular, Bert Hickman  
(RGS 1939—46, left) and Raymond White (RGS 1941—45, right) the 
School has changed immensely since their time here  
during the Second World War! 
 
After introductions were made and recollections of school days 
brought to the forefront of the mind, the Old Wycombiensians’ Club 
convened in the Library for the AGM.  Among other matters  
discussed, Danny White confirmed his decision to resign from the 

post of Treasurer and so much gratitude goes to Danny for his contribution as both Chair and then  
Treasurer throughout his term in office.  Six members of the Committee retiring by rotation were  
re-elected to serve another term, and the Development Director  was also elected to serve on the  
Committee. 
  
Following the AGM, dinner  was served in the Queen’s Hall.  After dinner the Headmaster treated guests 
to a slide show illustrating the multitude of activities undertaken by the School and its members in the last 
year.  It was then left to Simon Molden, Chair of the OWs’ Club to invite guests to join him in a toast to the 
Guest of Honour.  Ian gave a humorous and spirited talk (with props!) about his 36 years at the School – it 
is testament to the great nature of the RGS that after many years he has managed to maintain his subtle 
sense of humour, which was appreciated by all! 
 

Campaign Garden Party, Wednesday 7 July 2010 
 

The weather fortunately held out for us  on Wednesday 7 July and over 100 people, including the Mayor 
of High Wycombe, came to enjoy a glass of Pimm’s and view the unveiling of the Destiny Campaign plans.  
If you would like a copy, please email the Development Office on sat@rgshw.com who will happily send 
out a pack in the post. 
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Development Department News 

After the departure of our Enterprise Manager, Mrs E Charleston, last term, RGS is pleased to welcome 
Stephanie Trott to the Development Office.  Steffi commenced her role as Development Officer in  
mid-May and will be working towards bringing the RGS Alumni of all generations closer to the School.   
 
Having previously worked in the Mistress’s Office and Roll Office at Girton College, Cambridge, Steffi has 
excellent experience of working with alumni in organising functions and is keen to develop the streams of  
communication between the RGS and its Old Boys.  Steffi would be particularly keen to listen to your ideas 
about OW merchandise, communication material or events and is contactable via email sat@rgshw.com 
or telephone 01494 524955. 
 
Old Boys’ Cricket  Match, Wednesday 14 July 2010 

On Wednesday 14 July, the annual Duncan Moore Memorial OW v RGS 1st XI cricket match took place, 
despite dubious weather conditions.  This match is held in honour of Duncan Moore, an old boy who died 
tragically in a road accident whilst a pupil at the school.  A full report will be published on the  school web-
site over the summer.  In a 35 overs a side match, the School won by 7 wickets with 10.2 overs to spare.   
Photos are available on the OW Club facebook page. 
 

Benevolent Fund 

The RGS Benevolent Fund collection takes place every Wednesday morning and raises around £8,000 each 
year.  Sometimes the collection is linked to an assembly presentation when a speaker from a charity or  
organisation tells the school how the money they give will be used to benefit others. Other collections 
might be for national appeals such as Jeans for Genes, Comic Relief, The British Legion Poppy Appeal, or 
locally based organisations such as ROPE, m.a.d. and The Aces Wheelchair Basketball Club. 
 
Each year we have an Oxfam Unwrapped Christmas appeal and raise over £2,000. The boys enjoy deciding 
whether to 'buy' a couple of goats, a toilet or any of the other things on offer, and setting their form a  
target to raise the required amount.  This year we have responded to international disasters such as the 
Haiti earthquake, sending four Shelter Boxes to help the survivors, in partnership with Princes Risborough 
Rotary Club. 

Parent Donates Russian Books 

Earlier in the term we were delighted to receive a collection of 
Russian books from the Howlett family.  Now housed in the School 
Library, the books cover topics from Old Master paintings in Soviet 
museums to  the history of the British Embassy in Moscow.  
Whether you can read Russian or not, the books are well worth a 
look!   
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Fives Courts  

Since securing funding, RGS is delighted that work has commenced on the refurbishment of the Fives 
Courts;  all floors have been broken in preparation for new flooring, the side and back walls have been 
raised a further two feet to accommodate a new roof, the first part of the  roof structure is now in place 
and further work to the roof began on 3 June 2010. 
It is anticipated that all work to the Fives Courts will be finalised ready for the 2010/11 academic year in 
the hope that the boys and local teams will be able  to use the Courts from September. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHAPING OUR DESTINY RESPONSE FORM 

Please tick one (or more) of the following and return to the Development Office via the School Office or to 

the postal address at the end of the form. 

Ǐ Please send me more information about the Campaign’s progress, including plans of the new buildings. 

Ǐ I enclose a cheque for £_________ in support of the Campaign. 

Ǐ Please send me a Direct Debit mandate form to set up a monthly gift to the Campaign. 

Ǐ Please send me more information about corporate sponsorship of classrooms in the new buildings. 

Name:_________________________________________   Email:_________________________________ 

Address: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________         Postcode:___________________________ 

 

Signature:____________________________________             Date:______________________________ 

Ǐ  I am a UK taxpayer and would like to claim Gift Aid on this and all future donations to the Campaign. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Please send the completed form to RGS Development Office, Royal Grammar School, Amersham Road, 

High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6QT 
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